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Chairman’s Corner 
The winter of 2014/15 was another very mild one like 2013/14, but unlike the previous year 

this winter turned out to be a fairly dry season. The wet conditions in the winter of 2013/14 

are likely to have contributed towards the very disappointing numbers of resident moths rec-

orded last year,  so hopefully the dry winter we have just experienced will prove favourable 

for moth numbers in the months to come. 

At our February meeting we were lucky to have talks from both Jake Everitt and Tony Davis 

which were informative and interesting and hopefully they offered inspiration to us all to go 

out recording moths throughout Sussex. Jake reminded us that you can ‘moth outside the 

box’ and conventional light traps are not the only way to record species.  

Tony suggested a number of moths which have a paucity of records in Sussex, suggesting tar-

gets to go for throughout the year, and highlighting ways to catch up with some of these hard 

to record species. Moths such as Five-spot Burnet and Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet are 

notoriously hard to tell apart as adults, however the larval stage is distinct and Tony’s recom-

mendation is that we search out these species as caterpillars. 

I am writing this piece on 15th April after a day when temperatures rose to 23°C in 

Wisborough Green; rather than a mid-spring day it felt like early summer. The Nightingales 

are back and the Blackthorn is out in a crescendo of white flowers which is apparently the 

ideal time to survey for Sloe Carpet; another one of the target moths from Tony’s talk. 

Penny and I headed out to Knepp Castle last weekend to try for Sloe Carpet which hasn't 

been recorded at the site for around 20 years. Although we didn't strike lucky on this occa-

sion we did record a smattering of other species and confirmed that the habitat there is ideal, 

and doesn't look to have changed for decades. So, we have our fingers crossed Sloe Carpet 

will turn up in the coming few weeks when we try again, and even if we don’t see it we will 

add a significant number of moth records for a recently under-recorded site. Even if targeted 

effort for a species doesn't locate it, the work can still provide valuable data and help fill in 

some of the blanks for other species. 

A number of Tony’s suggested targets are included in a short article in this newsletter. I 

would like to encourage any member who is able to, to target at least one of these species 

this year, and please report your success or otherwise to the website to help encourage oth-

ers and to pass on any hints and tips. Even if you don’t find the species, you are sure to turn 

up some other moth records. Fingers crossed for a great mothing year in 2015. 

    Dave Green 
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‘Everything comes to those  
who wait’ by David Burrows 

Moth sightings in this East Sussex outpost for the first two months of 2015 have been 

hugely down on recent years and on the few occasions when the weather was being kind 

to moth-ers, the moths were not listening to the forecasts and stayed put. Either that or 

the possibility that moth populations are dwindling further. 

Looking back to February 2012, there were 222 macro moths of 17 species and 76 micros 

of 6 species recorded at the same location. The figures for February 2015 show a total of 

42 macro moths of 10 species; in the past this may have been achieved in one night in the 

same month. 

The weather here in 2012 was very dry and cold for the first half of February with a dry and 

milder finish. This year was less cold, but much wetter.  

This year the garden trap has been run all night on only one occasion in the month, other-

wise low night minima and a lack of any moth activity has meant that bedtime has been 

switch-off time. 

The relatively mild night of the 25th seemed to feel promising, at last, and in the dark and 

damp of the following morning 25 macro moths, of 8 species, were revealed - three were 

out of hibernation: Grey Shoulder-knot, Chestnut and Satellite. 

Generally, especially after a ‘moth drought’ such as this, there would be successive nights 

of increasing moth activity but when, after a wet day, I switched on the following night, 

with the temperatures dropping sharply under clear skies, my hopes nose-dived too. Just 

after ten o’clock I went out for a check—not a single moth inside the trap, just one wet 

Spring Usher on the grass nearby. 

Standing ten feet away from the M.V. lamp is a protective cover over a tender Cordyline. 

This five foot column of white does reflect the ultra-violet very brightly and attracts the 

odd March Moth, so as I left to go back indoors to switch off I swung the torch beam over 

the folds of fabric. Something dark caught my eye and there it was! A Red Sword-grass 

moth. A very decent ‘life-time first’ for a dismal February.  

I do believe, though, that this notable moth had remained undetected in its hideaway since 

settling there the previous night and had NOT arrived that evening. 
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As to the insect's origins, I have spoken with County Recorder, Colin Pratt, and he is of the 

opinion that it probably arrived during a late flurry if migrant activity last year and entered 

hibernation nearby. 

On 22nd November last year, two P. vitrealis arrived, together with numbers of Diamond-

back Moth P. xylostella and dozens of U. ferrugalis. On the strength of this indication of mi-

gration I decided to place the Robinson trap on the field side of our boundary hedge, close 

to dense cover and 20 yards from its present position—hoping that its new position would 

provide a greater ‘draw’.  

On checking the catch before dawn broke on 

27th November (an early start is essential when 

vandalism comes in the form of a wicked wan-

ton Wren) the very first moth I saw was settled 

on one of the vanes on the entry cone. This 

erstwhile birds breakfast was a Slender Bur-

nished Brass and amongst the expected late au-

tumn species (which that day included 32 De-

cember Moths and a mating pair!) there were 

seven P. xylostella and 59 U. ferrugalis. 

Could this February’s Red Sword-grass have ar-

rived on that November night? 

 

Continued…. 
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Three weeks in to my new job at the Knepp Estate re-wilding project, I was excited to be 

out in the field (previously a novelty for me during work time!) with Barrie Watson, the Sus-

sex Barn Owl guru - we were mending broken Barn Owl boxes and resurrecting those that 

had fallen down during the winter. Barn Owl boxes are triangular, and one had fallen and 

wedged pointy-side down in a branch, so we needed to secure this back on to the tree be-

fore the breeding season got going. Prior to Barrie shimmying up the ladder we noticed 

some fresh pellets under the box, indicating that there had been some recent Barn Owl ac-

tivity. As Barrie got to the top of the ladder, a Barn Owl burst out and pooed on Barrie’s 

head. I’m ashamed to say that I childishly sniggered at this, but hey, who wouldn’t?!  

All of that out of the way, the box was lowered down, so we could give it a spring clean 

(although it’s good to leave some pellets as a base for the next nest). We opened the 

square hatch on the front of the box, designed to aid cleaning, and all around the inner 

ledge of the latch was a strange woolly substance in little larval shapes. Barrie had encoun-

tered this before, and said that he thought it was Bee Moth A. sociella, and a quick search 

on the internet via my mobile phone confirmed it. What we could see was a load of co-

coons spun together with a woollen fibre, in which they will spend the winter. They will go 

on to pupate in the spring, and the adults will be on the wing from June through to August. 

Luckily the Sussex Moth Group meeting was later on that day, so I was able to save it to 

show to others. 

The larvae/cocoons can usually be found in the locality of a bee nest, but there were no 

signs of one in this box. Perhaps they were just feeding on the debris of the owl nest, and 

the owl pellets. It has been documented that they would usually feed on bee nest debris 

and then move on to the comb and the bee larvae, but occasionally they do just feed on an-

imal or vegetable debris - which is what I guess these larvae had done.   

 

Brimming with Bee Moths 
by Penny Green 



 

 

 

Tony Davis did an excellent talk at the last Sussex Moth Group meeting, in the hope 
that he would inspire us to get out recording some less well-recorded moths in Sus-
sex. Here are a few of the species he mentioned to help keep them fresh in your mind 
for the forthcoming mothing season!  

 

 

The adults of Five-spot Burnet and Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet are very similar 
in appearance, so the best way of determining their presence in an area is to search 
for and identify the larvae. Both species overwinter as a larvae. 

The Narrow-bordered Five-spot Burnet larvae is out earlier than the Five-spot Burnet 
larvae and can be found from July onwards, often sitting on its foodplant which in-
cludes Meadow Vetchling, Red and White Clovers, Sainfoin, and Greater and Common 
Bird’s-foot-trefoil. It can be found in rough grassland, road verges and embankments, 
on the edge of wetlands and woodland rides. 

The Five-spot Burnet larvae can be found from August and can usually be found on 
damp grassland, heathland and wetlands. 
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Targets for Sussex Moth-ers 
Based on Tony Davis’ talk 

Burnet Moths 

Drab Looper 
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This Notable species is double-brooded so can be 

found on the wing from late May to late June, and 

again from early July to mid August. It can be found 

flying in the middle of the day in sunny, but sheltered, 

woodland rides in the Arundel to Harting area. The lar-

val foodplant is Wood Spurge - the adults can be found 

around large stands of it, and disturbed from it during 

dull weather. Adults have been seen nectaring at this-

tles near by to Wood Spurge. 



     

  

 

 

Found in unimproved damp meadows and orchards in the Crowborough and Ash-
down Forest areas of East Sussex, this distinctive day-flying moth is on the wing from 
late May to early July. The larval foodplant is Pignut. 

 

 

 

 

A Nationally Notable moth, this species can be found on the Downs (in chalk-pits and 
near other exposed chalk) and on shingle beaches between Eastbourne and Rackham. 
It is on the wing between early July and early September, can be easily disturbed from 
the ground by day, and also comes to light at night. Larval foodplants include clovers, 
vetches and trefoils. 
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Continued…. 

Chimney Sweeper 
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Chalk Carpet 



This ‘local’ species can be found on Chalk 
downland, sandy cliffs and historically on 
heathland, and has one generation from July to 
August. It can easily be flushed by day from 

bare chalk, baked earth or hidden amongst rocks. It flies at dusk and comes to light. 
The larvae feed on salad burnet, cinquefoil, rockrose and thyme. Only the pale race 
exists in Sussex now, with the dark heathland race presumed extinct since 1977. 

 

 

 

A Red Data Book species, this rarity is single-
brooded, flying mainly from mid-June to early 
August. Larvae feed on withered leaves of Beech, 

Oak and Hornbeam in mature woodland, and can be beaten from damaged branches 
and dried leaves in the autumn. The adults are usually only seen at light traps on 
warm nights. 

 

Information taken (with thanks) from: 

Waring & Townsend, (2009), Field Guide to Moths of Great Britain & Ireland 

Pratt, C. R., (2011), A Complete History of the Butterflies and Moths of Sussex, self 
published  

www.ukmoths.org.uk and www.butterfly-conservation.org 

and maps from www.sussexmothgroup.org.uk 
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Continued…. 
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I received an email from Colin Pratt recently suggesting that now was a good time to look 
for Sloe Carpet, and that one had been recorded at Knepp Castle 20 years ago by David 
Buckingham. 

Immediately we got going on researching the perfect area to look for this species at 
Knepp - old stands of Blackthorn which haven’t been managed for many decades, and 
have some suckering growth.  

As Knepp was an arable and dairy farm for many years, a lot of the Blackthorn hedges are 
only just growing out again due to the re-wilding project there, having been regularly 
flailed when they were part of a working farm environment. Flailing would have been 
done in the autumn as the wet heavy clay would have prevented any heavy machinery 
getting around the fields in winter.  

Charlie Burrell, my boss and owner of the Knepp Estate, suggested an area which had 
never been intensively farmed, and therefore the hedges remained wild and unmanaged. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

That weekend Dave and I turned up with all of our trapping kit and a sharp in-take of 
breath by us both indicated that we were definitely in the right kind of habitat, if Sloe 
Carpet was still to be found at Knepp. Colin had said to make sure we kept an actinic light 
out all night, so we did, plus an MV for good measure a bit further down the hedgerow. 
We spent a couple of hours working the hedges with our lamps and nets, enjoying the 
wonderful scent of the Blackthorn blossom as we went, then headed home to bed whilst 
the moth traps worked their magic. 

The next morning we enjoyed emptying the traps whilst being serenaded by the local 
Cuckoo; we caught 9 species, but this total did not include the Sloe Carpet. So we count-
ed this as a recce and hope to re-visit the same site again in the next couple of weeks. 

Sloe-ly Sloe-ly Catchy Monkey 
by Penny Green 
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Meanwhile, back at the ranch, we had been eyeing up a lovely old stand of Blackthorn in a 
neighbouring field—it had been approved by a Nightingale, so it must be good. “Doesn’t it 
look good for Sloe Carpet?” we kept commenting, “It ticks all the boxes” we said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So no more dilly-dallying, on Wednesday 15th April we went about putting an actinic light 
out on a picnic table to give it an elevated position, which would just peek over the top of 
our hedge. We also put an MV trap in the little meadow. 

We were going through the moths in the morning and as I was working my way through the 
actinic trap, Dave came over with a pot from the MV trap and said “Can you identify this for 
me?” so I looked at it and a big grin spread across my face. It was only a bloomin’ Sloe Car-
pet! Dave had found it on the outside of the MV trap, it was so lucky that a bird hadn’t 
picked it off before we got there. A good reason why it is always good to get up early (which 
I’m not too good at!) to check the trap. 

Now is a good time of year to spot big old stands of Blackthorn whilst they are all in blossom 
so keep your eyes peeled if you’re on a walk or driving along country lanes. 

The Sloe Carpet is a National Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species and holds a Nationally 
Notable B status. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

  
 

Continued…. 
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Some Spring/Summer/Autumn highlights 

 

This Tissue was a nice   

surprise for Keith and 

Wendy Alexander, in their 

Bexhill trap in April. 

The Beautiful Marbled 

was caught by Derek Lee 

at Bracklesham in July and 

is only the fifth record of 

this species in Sussex. 

 

Pat Bonham caught this  

stunner of a Bedstraw 

Hawkmoth at Rye in July. 
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Brighton trapper Jeremy 

Patterson was pleased to 

see a Bloxworth Snout on 

two occasions in April and 

again September. Also a 

record from Lewes in Sept. 

Both Mike Snelling and 

Derek Lee caught Blair’s 

Mocha in April in Findon 

and Bracklesham respec-

tively. This photo is by 

Mike. 

 

The rarely seen                      

Northern Drab made an      

appearance at                    

Murray Tarvis’s                       

Woodingdean trap                 

in April. 
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Robin Harris caught this 

third for East Sussex        

micro in August in his           

Mountfield trap;                                      
    

Argyresthia ivella 

A Waved Carpet, which is 

a nationally notable      

species, was caught at 

Guestling Wood in May by 

the Hastings Moth-ers. 

 

Heather Martin spotted a 

Lampronia flavimitrella 

hiding on a leaf in April; 

this is only the fourth rec-

ord of this species in Sus-

sex. 
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A Cream-bordered Green 

Pea was trapped by Pat 

Bonham at Rye in May,  

another nationally notable                

species! 

A Map-winged Swift was 

caught at National Trust's 

Woolbeding Common in 

June, by Dave &                  

Penny Green  

 
 

Dave & Penny Green and 

Alice Parfitt caught an 

Ochreous Pug at Chantry 

Hill in May. 

A first for mainland Britain 

was discovered by Derek 

Lee on the lid of his Brack-

lesham trap in May - a 

Banded Pine Carpet. 
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Derek Lee caught this    

impressive Convolvulus 

Hawkmoth in his            

Bracklesham trap in        

November. 

Bisignia procerella was a 

treat for Caroline Moore in 

Etchingham. She has     

previously caught  this 

RDB2 species in 2012. 

 

Olly Ellis in Steyning 

(June), Jeremey Patterson 

in Brighton (May) and 

Crystal Ray in Hastings  

(July) caught Toadflax    

Brocade this year. Photo 

by Olly. 

Nascia cilialis was caught 

at the Arundel WWT      

reserve by Mike Snelling 

and Paul Stevens in        

August. It’s a Nationally 

Scarce B species. 



 

An excited Olly Ellis caught 

a Portland Ribbon Wave 

in his Steyning trap in        

August. It’s an RDB        

species. 

The scarce immigrant 

Dusky Hooktip was in the 

Woods Mil moth trap in 

May...much to Penny, Alice 

and Graeme’s delight! 

 

Both Olly Ellis in Steyning 

(in July and October) and 

Charles Waters (in Octo-

ber) caught Four-spotted 

Footman. Photo by Olly. 

Derek Lee caught a second 

brood Bordered Sallow at 

his Brackleham trap, in        

August. A rare moth and 

unusual to see a second 

brood. 

1515  



1616  

 

 
 

 

I began mothing in my Bracklesham garden back in 2010 and was fortunate to have an 
early introduction to Dr. John Langmaid who came to visit and help identify the contents 
of my moth traps one day during August of that year. 

At the time Dr. Langmaid was (and still is) keenly interested in the Blastobasis group and 
he took away a number of Blastobasis species moths for further study. 

Subsequently he confirmed that amongst these moths were three B. vittata – a moth only 
recently identified as present in Britain. 

I heard nothing more on the subject until last year when Dr. Langmaid published 
(Entomologist’s Rec. J.. Var. 126 (2014) the discovery of another Blastobasis species new 
to Britain – namely B. maroccanella. He had captured examples of the species in his 
Southsea garden trap in 2013, and moreover he subsequently confirmed that two of the 
moths taken from my garden –  one from the three taken in 2010 and a second example 
in 2013, were also of this new species. 

The moth is extremely nondescript as can be seen from the images below – but it is cer-
tainly worth retaining any small, plain, dark brown Blastobasis sp. moths for further de-
tailed expert examination. 

 

B. maroccanella females  

18.viii.2010 (l) and 7.xii.2013 ® 

Photos courtesy of Dr Langmaid 

Blastobasis maroccanella Amsel, 1952 
New for Britain 
 by Derek Lee 
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The Summer Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) has been operating in Sussex since 2007.  It is 

a scheme for recording moths in participants’ gardens throughout the British Isles and 

there are around 350 recorders overall.  In 2014, ten Sussex recorders took part. 

It involves trapping in recorders’ gardens, once a week, for 36 weeks from March to Oc-

tober. The trap night should ideally be Friday, but if this does not prove feasible, record-

ers are allowed two days leeway on either side.   

Once the trap has been emptied and the moths have been identified as species included 

in the GMS, the results are entered on the recording form which is an Excel spreadsheet.   

On the South East spreadsheet for 2014, there were 259 species – just under 200 core 

species (i.e. they appear on all recording forms throughout the British Isles) and the rest 

are commonly occurring species in the South East.  

In Sussex, the 2014 season began on Friday 8th February and ran until 31st October.  A to-

tal of 19,045 scheme moths were trapped, representing an average of 1,904 moths per 

garden (MPG) over the recording period. This represented an increase of 57% over the 

average MPG for 2013. This increase is, no doubt, partly due to the better weather in 

2014 and also because we had two new recorders who submitted higher than average 

totals. 

Two hundred and forty-nine of the 259 GMS species were recorded in Sussex in 2014. 

Seven of the missing species were core species and the remaining three (all pugs) were 

South East commonly occurring species. 

Fifty of the species trapped totalled 100 or more individuals (some of these are compo-

sites – i.e species where it is difficult to differentiate between species, e.g. Common Rus-

tic and Lesser Common Rustic). The top 10 of these are shown in the table below:  

 

 

 

The Summer Garden Moth Scheme 2014 

 by Martin Ellis 
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One of the main drivers behind the Garden Moth Scheme is to collect data in order to 

monitor changes in moth populations. As stated above, there was a 57% increase in the 

average number of Moths per Garden in 2014.  However, this hides trends for individual 

species. There have been some moths which have shown a marked increase in numbers in 

2014 over 2013.  Others have decreased in numbers, whilst others have shown no great 

movement in either direction. 

Looking firstly at those species which have shown large increase in numbers in 2014, we 

have: 

1) Dark Arches - 467% increase 

2) Common Rustic aggregate - 351% increase 

3) Heart and Dart – 339% increase 

4) Riband Wave – 284% increase 

5) Agriphila straminella – 232% increase 

Looking now at species where numbers decreased in 2014, we have 

1) Crambus pascuella – 55% decrease 

2) Flounced Rustic – 54% decrease 

3) Buff Ermine – 38% decrease 

4) Double-striped Pug – 36% decrease 

5) Mother of Pearl – 36% decrease 

Continued…. 

Rank B&F 
No 

Scientific name Popular name MPG 2013 
Rank 

1 1293 Chrysoteuchia culmella Garden Grass Veneer 163.9 2 

2 2107 Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 153.4 1 

3 2089 Agrotis exclamationis Heart and Dart 82.2 11 

4 2321 Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 71.9 15 

5 2343x Mesapamea secalis agg. Common Rustic agg 67.6 22 

6 2382x Hoplodrina blanda agg Rustic agg 67.4 NA 

7 998 Epiphyas postvittana Light Brown Apple Moth 59.1 3 

8 2270 Omphaloscelis lunosa Lunar Underwing 58.9 8 

9 1713 Idaea aversata Riband Wave 54.3 16 

10 2102 Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 41.3 5 
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Species where there was little difference in numbers between 2014 and 2013, include 

Agriphila tristella, Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing, Shuttle-shaped Dart and 

Lesser Yellow Underwing. 

In the GMS we are constantly looking at moth species to add to both the core species lists 

and the regional species lists; so in 2014 recorders were asked to provide details of addi-

tional trapped species, not on the GMS lists. This has led to a major overhaul of the list 

over this winter and the new lists have just been published. There are now 233 core spe-

cies and 61 regional species. Species which have been added to the list following record-

ing in Sussex (seen in 50% or more of gardens) are: Agapeta hamana, Large Fruit Tree 

Tortrix, Celypha striana, Crambus perlella, Pebble Hook-tip, Scorched Wing, Privet Hawk-

moth, White-point, Marbled Green and Beautiful Hook-tip.   

We are always on the look-out for new recorders; especially in the west of the county and 

on the coast.  The new scheme started on Friday 6th March, but if you would like to take 

part in the GMS, please contact me by email on martin.ellis29@yahoo.co.uk or, by phone 

on 01798 873481. 

Continued…. 
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Derek Lee and Mike Snelling are planning some field trips for this season. They 

don’t, however, want to commit themselves to particular dates in case the weather isn’t 
conducive to trapping. They have put together a calendar where they can be flexible but 
will try to run on one of the days in any given period. They will provide final details on the 
SMG website nearer the dates. 

Anyone interested can get in touch with them beforehand so that they can then advise 
them on our chosen dates nearer the time. 

Derek - 01243673077 fdlee@btinternet.com 

Mike -  01903872436 mike.snelling1@ntlworld.com 

June 9/11 Waltham Brooks - meet at Waltham Brooks – TQ0215. Additional Parking de-
tails will be provided later. 

June 26/27 East Head Bioblitz in conjunction with the National Trust - meet at the en-
trance to West Wittering Beach Car Park - SZ769982 

Week ending 5 July Slindon - Survey of the Little Wood area as part of the North Wood 
Restoration Project. Meet at Slindon Estate Office, Top Road, Slindon – Grid Ref SU958085 
- where transport will be provided to the site. 

Weekend of 19 July Ambersham Common - meet at the Car Park - SU912193  

Weekend of 1 August Slindon - a second visit to the Little Wood site to co-ordinate with 
the National Trust Volunteers' Week. Meet at  Slindon Estate Office, Top Road, Slindon – 
Grid Ref SU958085 where transport will be provided to the site. 

Aug 8/11 Waltham Brooks - meet at - meet at Waltham Brooks – TQ0215. Additional 
Parking details will be provided later. 

 

Forest Row Moth Trap 

Organisation: Forest Row Natural History Group (https://naturesbook.wordpress.com)  

Date: 20/21 June 

Location: Legsheath Lane, Forest Row 

Time: TBC 

For more details:  Brad Scott, 01342 822301, Twitter: @Trichocolea  

 

  

2015 Field Meetings 

mailto:fdlee@btinternet.com
mailto:mike.snelling1@ntlworld.com
https://naturesbook.wordpress.com
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Events Continued…. 
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Colin Hart is running a moth field event at Devil’s Dyke 

13th June 

Devil’s Dyke, Poynings. TQ259111.  

Day and night meeting, meet at 10 am and 09:30 pm.  

colin@dungates.co.uk 

 

We have the use of the car park of the Devil’s Dyke public house which is in a cul-de-sac 
offshoot of Devil’s Dyke Road, Poynings. As you approach the pub don’t use the car park 
at the front. Keep the pub on your right and follow the road behind the buildings to the 
far end of the car park. Here you will see a metal bar blocking a track. This is our en-
trance to the Dyke and will be unlocked by the warden in the evening. 

This is one of the best chalk downland sites in Sussex and the National Trust continue to 

maintain it in excellent condition. All three species of Forester moth have been recorded 

here and there is a single recent record of Orange-tailed Clearwing. With luck we should 

see most of these species during the day and many butterflies as well if the weather is 

good. I will bring a pheromone to attract the clearwing. We will be able to drive onto 

part of the Dyke and run moth traps at night. The Devil’s Dyke conservation volunteers 

have also been invited to this meeting.  

 

Events Continued…. 

C
istu

s Fo
rester b

y To
n

y W
ilso

n
 



2222  

 

Continued…. 

The species accounts in Volume 4 have now been completed and the manuscript is cur-
rently being kindly checked for blunders and typographical errors by Tony Davis. The final 
section to be written, the dreaded pagination of around 4,000 species, genus, and vernac-
ular names in the Index, is now being worked upon. Unfortunately the original proposed 
publication date has unavoidably slipped but the printer-dependent aim now is to have 
the work ready for distribution at the Sussex Moth Group’s mid-summer meeting on July 
23rd 2015. More detailed information on the contents and book’s price will be forwarded 
to purchasers when the position becomes clearer.  

“Don’t shoot the pianist, he’s doing his best”! 
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Chairman Dave Green dave@heatmat.co.uk 01403 701014 

Secretary Wendy Alexander wkalexander@btinternet.com 01424 212894 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273 586780 

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444 483745 

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903 740212 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green penny@daveandpen.co.uk 07960 388096 

Sussex Moth Group Committee 

 

 

When submitting your records, or putting your sightings on the Sussex Moth 
Group website, please could you be sure to give the date that the moth trap was 
set rather than the date that you checked it please. This is a standard way of sub-
mitting your records and ensures that our data is all consistent. Thank you! 
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Moth group meetings 2015 
  

All meetings held at 7.30pm at Henfield Village Hall: 

    

   Tuesday 10th February 

   Tuesday 21st April AGM 

   Thursday 23rd July 

   Tuesday 17th November 
 

Please note that due to the number of people attending the Sussex Moth Group 

meetings now we have had to move premises! All meetings are now at the Henfield 

Village Hall, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9DB, in the Garden Suite. The Village Hall is 

just off of the High Street (behind the Budgens supermarket) at TQ21571592 or look 

on their website:http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/contact_us.html   

  

Dating moth records 


