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Chairman’s Corner 
 

We are already four months into 2016 and, although the temperatures are 

not exactly tropical, spring is definitely here and the trees and hedges are 

finally coming into leaf.  Moths seem to have been in short supply so far this 

year but undoubtedly the numbers are going to be picking up week on week 

from now on. 

2016 marks the last year of fieldwork for records to be included in the Na-

tional Moth Atlas. Before Bob updated the database Sussex only had two 

10km squares that were considered under-recorded by the NMRS standards 

with 50 or fewer records and 25 or fewer species (and these were both 

small slithers of land). We do however still have a wide spread in the num-

ber of species recorded in each 10km square and undoubtedly this disparity 

in species records reflects recording effort more than it does species actual-

ly present. 

Bob has now uploaded all outstanding moth records from the BRC onto our 

website so all of the species maps should now be up to date. In due course 

Bob will be updating the map of under-recorded 10km squares showing 

those with the least species records and also which species have been rec-

orded there. We will email/post this out to you soon. I would like to encour-

age anyone who has the ability to get out into these squares and record 

moths to do so in 2016. We have less than nine months to create the rec-

ords that will help form the basis of the next atlas and it would be great if 

we could achieve records of 350 or more species for every full 10km square 

in the County. 

    Dave Green 
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A December Death’s Head       
by David Burrows 

In late September 2015 Michael Blencowe took a call from a lady in East Preston 
asking his advice on how to care for the two large caterpillars she had found in her 
garden. 

They were duly identified and introduced to a small aquarium, containing a depth of 
crumbly dry soil, in which to bury for pupation, then kept in constant warmth. An 
airing cupboard was advised as being ideal but not followed up… 

These big moths develop quickly in Saharan climes and ideally emerge from pupae 
in five to six weeks in captivity. J.W. Tutt in ‘Hints for the Field Lepidopterist’ quotes 
pupal stages as brief as three to four weeks given a temperature of 75-80°F (25-27°
C).  

Concern was raised when nary a moth had appeared after nearly eight weeks—so it 
was at the Sussex Moth Group meeting on November 17th that Michael handed 
over the aquarium containing the precious pupae for ‘special measures’. I was not 
optimistic. 

Using the cardboard outer that housed the aquarium, I placed within it an electric 
heat-pad (as used for captive reptile comfort) on which was set a bed of Sphagnum 
moss, on to which were laid the pupae (one of which was twitching healthily). This 
‘intensive care unit’ was then sat no the kitchen table close to the Rayburn and the 
pupae were misted several times daily with warm water. 

Thankfully, 21 days of this regime resulted in the emergence, in the early hours of 
December 10th, of a perfect Death’s-head Hawk-moth. A creature to drool over in 
winter’s darkest days. 

As a thank you to the finders , the moth was taken to East Preston where Mary and 
Mark Allen renewed their acquaintance with an insect they’d last seen as a fat cat-
erpillar! They were truly thrilled  - especially when the moth squeaked for them as it 
went walk-about in their lounge. They adored it for an hour. 

Michael Blencowe was in Spain for the weekend and phoned from Barcelona Air-
port at 9.30pm to say he’d be over in the morning. He was trumped by Alan Martin, 
who arrived jet-lagged from Singapore, with his camera. 

A dozen of Sussex Moth Group members called round to see this rare Sussex mi-
grant amongst the Christmas detritus here. 

Continued…. 
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National Moth News 

More camera-toting moth twitchers (there isn’t much about in December!) continued to 

enjoy this bonus moth until 22nd December. 

The second chrysalis remained in care for eight more days when it was deemed unrespon-

sive and abandoned. When examined later it was found to be only partly developed. 

With thanks to Michael Blencowe for helping winter along. 

 

 

 

The National Moth Record-

ing Scheme (NMRS) now has 

20.3 million records in the 

database, with 96% at a 

10km coverage and 39% at a 

2km coverage. 

The Sussex Moth Group will 

be emailing out to you soon 

with the map of under-

recorded 10km squares for 

Sussex, so you can plan to 

help fill the gaps over the 

forthcoming moth field sea-

son. 

Moth Night 2015 saw 951 

traps put out, with 14,588 

records and 643 species recorded. 

2016 Moth Night is on 9-11 June with a focus on hawkmoths. For more information visit 

www.mothnight.info  

If you’d like to see national moth news you can see the newsletters on this webpage: 

http://www.mothscount.org/downloads/95/Updates_and_newsletters.html 

Continued…. 

http://www.mothnight.info
http://www.mothscount.org/downloads/95/Updates_and_newsletters.html
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Butterfly Conservation is about to launch its new Action Plan for South East England.  

Working with Mark Parsons, Tony Davis and the County Moth Recorders we’ve produced 

sets of moth and butterfly species where we hope to see some really positive action over 

the next few years. 

The Sussex Top 10 priority moths for action:

 

Moth Survey Actions 

Coleophora vibicella 
Need to ensure all sites are visited, and preferably monitored, 
annually. 

Forester 
Undertake surveys to gain a better understanding of this spe-
cies' status and distribution. 

Anania funebris 
Regular surveys (at least once every 3 years) for the species at 
known sites, and surveys at potential sites. 

Drab Looper 

Further survey to ensure all extant sites surveyed at least 
once in any three year period. Need to identify key sites were 
transect counts could be undertaken. 

Barred Tooth-striped 
Surveys at Sussex sites. Also look for larvae to get better un-
derstanding of habitat structure required. 

Sloe Carpet 

Survey for the species to gain a better understanding of its 
status and distribution. If a strong population is discovered 
then there may be the potential to examine habitat prefer-
ences. 

Striped Lychnis 

Survey and identify key sites for annual monitoring (larval 
counts/flowering spike numbers). Plenty of scope for habitat 
creation, for example growing the foodplant in gardens etc., 
this already being tried in Hants and Bucks. 

Marsh Mallow Moth 

Maintain the monitoring programme on Romney Marsh that 
is already underway for this species. There may be scope for 
habitat creation on some areas of Romney Marsh. 

Heart Moth 
Ad hoc surveys and searches at potential sites, especially in 
the High Weald. 

Silvery Arches 

Gain a better understanding of the status and potential 
threats to this species in the region. Ensure extant sites are 
surveyed. 

Butterfly Conservation’s  
New Action Plan 
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We will communicate these priorities to the land managers of sites where these moths 

are thought to occur, also to our conservation partners such as The National Trust, Wood-

land Trust, Natural England advisors, Forestry Commission, Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Local  

Authorities and decision makers, developers and others. We will be asking them to help 

us deliver action for these species. Your searches, surveys and monitoring can provide in-

formation and valuable feedback to measure their impact and inform their efforts. 

There are another 27 High priority species where it would be great to achieve positive  

action in the coming years: 

 

35.057 723 Metzneria littorella 

35.087 798 Neofriseria peliella 

35.144 774a Teleiodes flavimaculella 

37.041 546 Coleophora genistae 

37.092 551 Coleophora galbulipennella 

45.035 1515 Wheeleria spilodactylus 

50.001 162 Goat Moth 

54.010 170 Five-spot Burnet 

63.019 1384 Phlyctaenia stachydalis 

63.023 1382 Anania verbascalis 

63.029 1373 Paratalanta pandalis 

63.041 1410 Agrotera nemoralis 

63.083 1297 Crambus uliginosellus 

69.009 1983 Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth 

70.020 1684 Sub-angled Wave 

70.215 1897 V-Moth 

70.306 1665 Grass Emerald 

72.056 2488 Common Fan-foot 

73.014 2437 Golden Plusia 

73.055 2217 Star-wort 

73.138 2348 Lyme Grass 

73.157 2333 Large Nutmeg 

73.161 2325 Crescent Striped 

73.215 2316 Lesser-spotted Pinion 

73.265 2156 Beautiful Brocade 

73.292 2200 Mathew's Wainscot 

73.323 2093 Sand Dart 

Continued…. 



 

Our grateful thanks to Colin Pratt for his time and help drawing up these lists and 

providing valuable suggestions and feedback, also for his superb atlases which pro-

vide invaluable information that has helped to guide the production of the Action 

Plan. 

And if you’re interested in helping butterflies too, here are the Action Plan’s top prior-

ity Sussex butterflies:  Wood White, Grayling, Pearl-bordered Fritillary, Small Pearl-

bordered Fritillary, Duke of Burgundy, Silver-studded Blue, Adonis Blue. 
 

Steve Wheatley, Butterfly Conservation’s Regional Officer, South East England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

66  

Many thanks to Anony-moth for sending this to me in my desperation 

for material for the autumn newsletter - turns out I had enough in the 

end, but I couldn’t resist printing it this time! Ed. 

Continued…. 

I’m a Sussex Moth-er 

In the SMG 

Who really doesn’t bother 

With beetle, bug or bee. 

 

I’d rather have a crambid 

In my morning trap 

To test my skill in naming   

Or that of Colin Pratt. 

 

Sometimes it’s rather dull 

With little there to see 

Just a little brown job 

Like a chequered fruit tree! 

 

Then, on a good night 

The air is really hectic  

With many a moth brown or bright 

Like footman, dart or rustic. 

 

It all depends of course 

On the time of year 

Sad to say my light source 

Gets very little now I fear. 

 

All praise to the SMG 

And its newsletter ed. 

Who might even happy be 

To get this poem read! 

Feeling sorry for the Ed!              
by Anony-moth 



 

 

 

 

On the night of 26 June 2015 I trapped a Shoulder-striped Wainscot which, even to 
the naked eye, clearly had an infestation of mites – something which I had not seen 
before but which was soon repeated.  Overall, both micros (two species, four individ-
uals plus one of an unidentified species, not listed below) and macros (four species, 
seven individuals), appeared with such infestations but in a range of positions (see 
below).  All the mites were red.  With no collection, and only low resolution photo-
graphs (taken with a standard lens of a Panasonic Lumix), no attempt was made to 
identify the species involved. 
 

These occurrences look as though they have little in common other than the location 
(Wych Cross, TQ443323), their preponderance in July and, perhaps, the fact that her-
baceous species, including grasses, are the larval food-plants.  Elsewhere, also in July 
2015, Michael Blencowe found a mite on the leg of Blastobasis adustella (SMG web-
site, Latest News, 25/07/2015). 
 

The first reference found on a Google search (07/02/2016) for ‘mites on moths’ was a 
1967 American paper (Treat 1967) which gives an introduction to the subject it de-
scribes as “a garden of wonders for the inquiring lepidopterist, a garden that is virtu-
ally unexplored.”  I found very little else online but no doubt things have changed.  
Nonetheless this list may be of interest - and in answer to the question in the title, I 
don’t know! 
 

Celypha striana 09/07/2015 (photographed to show left side only) – total:  4 mites 

Head:   1 at base of, and posterior to, right antenna; 1 just below, and anterior to, left 
eye 

Thorax:  1 on ventral side near head 

Forewing:  1 central on left forewing 

 

Chrysoteuchia culmella 27/06/2015 (photographed to show left side only) - total:  1 
mite 

Head:  1 immediately anterior to left eye 
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Mites on Moths                               
Passengers, parasites or predators? 

by Hew Prendergast 



 

C. culmella 01/07/2015 (photographed to show left side only) - total:  6 mites 

Head:  1 ventral side; 1 midway along right antenna 

Thorax:  2 ventral side; 1 dorsal side 

Leg:  1 tarsus of left hindleg 

 

C. culmella 01/07/2015 (photographed to show left side only) - total:  2 mites 

Legs:  1 tarsus of right foreleg; 1 tarsus of left hindleg 

 

Rustic 08/07/2105 (photographed from above) - total:  2 mites 

Forewing:  2 base of left forewing 

 

Shoulder-striped Wainscot 26/06/2015 (photographed to show left side only) - total:  
12 mites 

Head:  2 base of left antenna; 2 ventral side of left eye; 1 dorsal side of left eye  

Thorax:  2 on left dorsal side 

Forewing:  2 at base left forewing; 1 ca one quarter along leading edge; 1 ca one third 
along central vein 

Leg:  1 tibia of foreleg       

 

Square-spot rustic 06/07/2015 (photographed from above) - total:  1 mite 

Forewing:  1 just anterior to kidney spot on left forewing 

 

Square-spot rustic 08/07/2015 (photographed from above) - total:  1 mite 

Forewing:  1 just posterior to thorax, left forewing   

 

Square-spot rustic 10/09/2015 (photographed from above) - total:  1 mite 

Forewing:  1 midway along termen, right forewing 

 

Uncertain 09/07/2015 (photographed obliquely above left side) - total:  2 mites 

Forewing:  1 near base; 1 ca one third along, and central to, left forewing    

Continued…. 
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Uncertain 16/07/2105 (photographed from above) - total:  1 mite 

 

Forewing:  1 ca one third along, and central to, right forewing    

 

Acknowledgment  

My thanks as always to Colin Pratt for his help and encouragement. 

 

Treat, A.E. 1967.  Mites from noctuid moths.  Journal of the Lepidopterists’ Society 21:  
169-179. 
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Continued…. 

Shoulder-striped wainscot 

Chrysoteuchia culmella  
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Heart Moth 

We’re going to have a good stab around in the dark for the Heart Moth at the Knepp Estate. 
The abundance of veteran oak trees in the parkland at Knepp and a record of this species at 
Broadbridge Heath in 2009 (just 8 miles north) means it is worth a try! There should be lots 
of other moths on the wing too. We will put 15th July in the diary but please contact us to 
find out if it’s going ahead on the day (weather etc.) Call Dave on 07717 478329. Please 
bring generators and traps if you have them, the more coverage the better! 

For more information, click here for the BC factsheet   

— 

Midhurst Moth Trap 

If you’re interested in running a moth trap at South Pond in Midhurst then the local group 
would be very pleased indeed. Contact Penny (see back page for contact details) if you can 
help. 

— 

Sheffield Park Bioblitz 

The National Trust at Sheffield Park are planning to run a Floodplain Bioblitz on the 2nd July 
2016 in association with National Meadows Day.  We are hoping to raise the profile of the 
River Ouse and it’s floodplain ahead of a planned river restoration project currently being 
developed.  For those of you know don’t know, a Bioblitz is usually a 24hr event in which 
teams of volunteer scientist, families, students, teachers and other community members 
work together to find and identify as many species of plants, animals, microbes, fungi and 
other organisms as possible. For us – this focuses’ on the river and floodplain.  As its our first 
we might not make the full 24hrs but hope to trial an event that could take shape to develop 
in years to come.  

We are looking for knowledgeable volunteers to help us run this event, helping to spread 
the knowledge and joy that nature can bring. The shape of the day is still in progress, and 
help can come in the form of guided walks, drop in survey stations or survey workshops.  As 
we are still in the process of shaping the itinerary  you have the chance to put your stamp on 
the day as well.  

If you are interested in helping us create this special event please get in touch with me, de-
tails below, by the 31st March to register an interest, it doesn’t need to be a firm commit-
ment at this time but help give us an idea of what we might be able to offer.  

2016 events 

http://butterfly-conservation.org/files/heart_moth-psf.pdf
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What with a cold spring, health and other issues the small 
band of Moth-er's (Hastings branch) haven't had a partic-
ularly good season this last year, although there were 
some highlights to keep us full of night time cheer. Brede 
High Woods our Eastern "Jewel in the Crown" came up 
trumps for us once again despite some unforeseen cir-
cumstances preventing us from setting up deeper in the 
wood itself. The areas around the car park produced our 
first Scarce Merveille du Jour (eight specimens in fact) 
along with Crystal Ray's Blotched Emeralds that she was 
very pleased with, and some welcome Green Arches too. 

 

The Group saw its meetings first   
Clifden Nonpareil, along with some 
very swish ninja type netting skills 
from (He who treads the rice paper) 
Ron Clark, on National Moth Night 
which brightened up an otherwise 
very cold Hastings Country Park 
evening. 

 

 

 

Back in the Summer on a warmer 
but very blustery day the Hastings 
branch members combed the Glyne 
Gap beach area to find their first Six
-belted Clearwing which was greet-
ed with much relieved cheer by all 
those present, they are rather hard 
to spot initially but their low flying 
behaviour soon became apparent 
and more where spotted according-
ly, be sure to pay special attention 
to the scrubby looking bird's foot 

Six-belted Clearwing 

Hastings Branch News 
by Crystal Ray 

Clifden Nonpareil 

Scarce Merveille du Jour 



trefoil. 

 

During another public meet at Combe Valley/Reedswood Rd, a nice Fen Wainscot was 
observed along with some micro species new to our group. Mentioning micro species,  
it was mooted by some members that due to the increase in interest of the often 
overlooked micro species varieties it might be a good idea to produce a high quality 
photographic folder/booklet with the micro specimens recorded within that we could 
bring back to future meetings and outside events for casual perusal... so back in Sep-
tember Gerry Balcikonis and Ron Clark "did a boot sale" and raised £173.75p towards 
funds for the printing and collating of our specimens..... AS USUAL We are looking for-
ward to a new season (and a warmer Spring!) 

 

 

 

 

The civil parish of Forest Row is right in the middle of the northern edge of Sussex, 
bordering Kent, Surrey and the modern county of West Sussex and has a rather dis-
persed population of about 5000. Just under two years ago a group of us got together 
to set up the Forest Row Natural History Group, a very informal group for anyone 
with an interest in our local environment. We have (approximately) monthly meetings 
going for short walks and other activities in the area; sometimes there's only three of 
us, other times twenty. In addition, we often have fairly spontaneous walks, and en-
courage people to share what they've seen on the Facebook group. 
 
For 2015 we thought it might be fun and instructive to start a project to record all 
taxa in one of our local kilometre squares. We have a range of expertise but that does 
mean that our recording is necessarily biased towards our more familiar groups. Nev-
ertheless, it has been a great incentive to see what else we can find on our doorstep. 
 
The kilometre square we chose is TQ4335, just to the north of the village centre, and 
includes Tablehurst, a biodynamic farm with lots of nice habitats, and Emerson Col-
lege, as well as a bit of the Medway. The square has already turned up some rare 
plants, such as Small Teasel (Dipsacus pilosus) and the moss Oxyrrhynchium schlei-
cheri. 
 
However, none of us had much experience with moths. A few of us had been to moth 
trapping events, and knew one or two, but we were pretty much beginners. And we 
didn't have any kit. Still, that didn't stop us beginning to get to know some of the 
common mines, larvae, and day-flying species. 

1212  

Continued…. 

Discovering Moths Up North 
by Brad Scott 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/forestrownature/
https://naturesbook.wordpress.com/projects/the-1km-square-tq4335-tablehurst/
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An important realisation happened quite early 
on. Tom Forward (who works for the Sussex 
Wildlife Trust) found the very smart Grapholita 
compositella on brambles back in May, and then 
we looked at the distribution map and saw how 
few dots there were for it; clearly, though there 
has been moth recording around here for dec-
ades, it is really easy to contribute useful new 
data. 
 
Sweeping the rather lovely Pixton Meadow 
turned up many common species, though often 
they too turned out to be under-recorded in the 
hectad, eg Burnet Companion (Euclidia glyphica) 
and the micros Celypha lacunana and Glyphip-
terix fuscoviridella.  
 
 
 

Day-time sweeping carried on 
through June, then, increasingly 
curious about the moth fauna, 
Tom borrowed a MV trap in July 
and we were hooked. Having set 
the trap up at the farm the night 
before, a group of us sat with the 
books and marvelled as we saw 
species for the first time: Specta-
cle (Abrostola tripartita), White 
Ermine (Spilosoma lubricipeda), 
and Triple-spotted Clay (Xestia 
ditrapezium). 
 
 

As part of his work for the Trust, Tom acquired a MV trap at the end of July, and it has 
been a treat to be able to use that to further explore the moths of Forest Row. We've run 
traps a few times over the summer, recording as we go, and then ran the trap during the 
Forest Row Festival in September. Unsurprisingly, a massively bright lamp on the village 

Triple-spotted Clay 

Grapholita compositella 



Continued…. 
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green attracted lots of inter-
est; in addition to the local 
kids and their parents we rec-
orded Pink-barred Sallow 
(Xanthia togata), the very 
sleek Black Rustic (Aporophyla 
nigra), and the Australasian 
incomer Musotima nitidalis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our last trapping event on 1 November added three more species, including a few individu-
als of the Sprawler (Asteroscopus sphinx). That brought our all-taxa list for the kilometre 
square this year to 661, of which 87 have been moths. We'll certainly be continuing the ac-
tivity next year, not least since the moth recording should help us get to our target of 1000 
species for the square. 

Pink-barred Sallow 

The Sprawler 



Chairman Dave Green dave@heatmat.co.uk 07717 478329 

Secretary Wendy Alexander wkalexander@btinternet.com 01424 212894 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273 586780 

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444 483745 

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903 740212 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green penny@daveandpen.co.uk 01403 701014 

Sussex Moth Group Committee  
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Moth Group Meetings 2016 

 All meetings held at 7.30pm at Henfield Village Hall: 

    

   Tuesday 16th February:  

   Ashen Oleander, pheromone monitoring of rare and declining moths 

   Wednesday 20th April: 

   AGM and Steve Wheatley 

   Tuesday 19th July: 

   Conversazione! 

   Tuesday 15th November: 

   Round up of 2016 mothing 
 

All meetings are now at the Henfield Village Hall, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9DB, in 

the Garden Suite. The Village Hall is just off of the High Street (behind the Budgens 

supermarket) at TQ21571592 or look on their website:     

http://www.henfieldhall.co.uk/contact_us.html   

  


