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Chairman’s Corner 

What a rubbish year! It seems the summers have 

been pretty damp for years now but the last few 

were nothing compared to 2012. All but one of the 

events I was running was cancelled due to poor 

weather and the only event I did run was on a lovely 

warm and humid night at Southerham. Of course 

even with ideal conditions on this pristine chalk 

grassland site, we struggled to reach 10 species of 

moth! I think the weather was SO bad, that even on 

the occasional good day very little had managed to emerge anyway - a complete wash out! 

Still, the exploding fireball that some of us saw more than made up for it. I think the high-

light of my year moth-wise was finding the Forester new to Seaford Head. 

We have a new Robinson trap and a generator but disaster struck the generator only days 

after we acquired it. The bottom of the mill, where it was being kept, flooded and the gen-

erator has ceased working. The Wildlife Trust has kindly offered to pay to get it fixed though 

and this is in hand. 

Trying to squeeze fieldwork into an ever decreasing window of opportunity made 2012 

quite stressful. On a personal note, I had a much welcome break to Ireland this summer at a 

time I would usually never go on leave. Without access to the internet or my mobile phone, 

I felt free for the first time in many years and upon my return I was surprised to find out it 

was time to have a break from a lot of the natural history activities I am involved with out-

side of work. I had simply taken too much on over the years and now it is time to take a 

break. It is for these reasons that my enthusiasm is running low and it is only fair to step 

aside as chairman of the Sussex Moth Group and give someone else a go. 

I’ll be hanging around until April though as I am keen to judge the photography competition 

(I haven’t received a single entry yet but I am hoping they will come flooding in later on!) It’s 

a fun role and everyone is really great to work with so please come forward if you’d like too. 

Ideas for guest speakers are always welcome. I feel like we have exhausted many of the lo-

cal options and it is perhaps time to spend some of the funds on getting people in from fur-

ther afield! 

 Thanks for a great three years, no doubt I’ll see you around a moth trap in the future  

  some time! Graeme, signing off. 
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The brief highlights of macro-mothing 
in Sussex during 2012 by Colin Pratt 

There is universal agreement that 2012 was an unusually poor season for moths in 
Sussex. The volume of adults in flight during the first half of the season was the low-
est for more than 40 years, although the position then soon improved; at year’s end 
it turned out to be the worst since 2008. The extreme weather conditions - an excep-
tionally dry spring and an exceptionally wet summer - seems to have dictated this 
phenomenon. Yet there were still some incredible events in the mothing world. 

The Stygian spell was grandly broken during August, when a sequence of very rare 
migrants made landfall here after crossing the Channel on hot southerly breezes, this 
being briefly reminiscent of the all-time record year of 2006. The Three-humped 
Prominent N. tritophus turned up at Icklesham, the Shining Marbled P. candidula in 
Findon Valley, the Pale-shouldered Cloud A. hyperici at Eastbourne, and the Jersey 
Mocha F. ruficiliana at Walberton and Crawley. These were all completely new macro
-moths to Sussex, while a Latin C. juventina at Bracklesham and a Tamarisk Peacock 
C. aestimaria at Bexhill were just the second seen here, the last-mentioned being 
perhaps the seventh only in the UK.  

Even more excitingly, the second British record of the micro-moth Harpella forficella 
came to light amongst ancient woodland at Ardingly. Later on, Prays peregrina was 
trapped on the coast at Ferring. This insect was initially discovered in London in 
2003, where it is now probably resident, and declared completely new to science a 
few years later. The species is generally believed to have originally been imported 
from the Asiatic, although the Sussex peregrina was accompanied by several com-
monplace immigrant species from the continent - including 21 Rush Veneer N. noc-
tuella.  

Monitors of the new Flame Brocade T. flammea colony at Beachy Head report that it 
continues to do well, as do the slightly more longer-term foreign establishments of 
the Bloxworth Snout H. obsitalis, Jersey Tiger E. quadripunctaria, and Tree-lichen 
Beauty C. algae along parts of the coast, Clancy’s Rustic P. kadenii and Dewick’s Plu-
sia M. confusa in southern areas, Four-spotted Footman L. quadra across the county 
away from the north-western corner, the Red-headed Chestnut C. erythrocephala 
and Pigmy Footman E. pygmaeola in the far east, Scarlet Tiger C. dominula between 
Arundel and Eastbourne, Splendid Brocade L. splendens and Langmaid’s Yellow Un-
derwing N. janthina near the shore in the far east and far west, Small Ranunculus H. 
dysodea between Worthing and Eastbourne, and at Horsham, Pale-lemon Sallow X. 
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ocellaris in the far south-western corner, Olive Crescent T. emortualis and Clifden 
Nonpareil C. fraxini in the east, Plumed Fan-foot P. plumigeralis along the eastern 
coast, and Blair’s Mocha C. puppillaria along the western seashore. Further exotic 
macros are also currently attempting to settle, such as the Portland Ribbon Wave I. 
degeneraria, Orache T. atriplicis, and the Red Sword-grass X. vetusta. Conversely, after 
three years of increasing numbers of the Rannoch Looper I. brunneata, to the point 
where it was locally commonplace, there has not been a single confirmed sighting 
during 2012.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Gypsy L. dispar is a scarce immigrant and currently extinct temporary resident in 
Sussex. The only time it is known to have been established in the county concerns a 
period of three years in a domestic garden in Chichester during the late 1930’s. All 
other sightings are believed to be of primary immigrants, these totalling around a doz-
en and a half adults, two-thirds of which have been seen since 1960.  

For a species flying the English Channel, up until recently the geographical distribution 
of these records was strangely zoned to two areas - central Sussex and the far west. 
The only occasions when the moth has been detected to the east of Eastbourne is in 
2008 and 2012 when it was noted in mv moth traps situated at Northiam and Playden 
respectively. 

The Gypsy Moth in Sussex 
by Colin Pratt 

Pat Bonham 

Continued…. 
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This year, for the first time, I have often put out two traps in the back garden. An ac-
tinic by the back hedge and an mv on the patio near to the back door. I have to place 
an upturned wheelbarrow immediately to the left of the mv to keep the light from 
intruding into my neighbour’s garden! This together with the tall shrubs along both 
fence lines works well. The catches started to improve a lot from the 8th August on-
wards and it was difficult to identify everything in the time available - since I have to 
be away from home for about 4 ½ hours in the middle of each day and I try to identi-
fy even the smallest micros. 

 

The night of the 19th August was clearly going to be a good night but I only put out 
the actinic trap because of the lack of time available to deal with the contents of both 
traps in the morning. However I lit up the mv and placed it just inside the glass back 
door of our spare room. Early on there were swarms of Water Veneers around the 
actinic (presumably from a neighbour’s garden pond ) so things looked promising. 
The mv light was left on until around 11.00 p.m. and I inspected the outside of the 
glass door regularly to see if anything interesting turned up. Several moths were 
attracted and I potted the more scarce ones. One I did not recognise at all but all the 
others turned out to be regulars. 

 

In the morning, after checking the Hants Moths web-
site, I could see that the unidentified one was a Shin-
ing Marbled and I posted a photo on the Sussex 
Moths website before going out. I did not realise at 
that point that it was the second UK record (although 
two others appeared elsewhere that night – one in 
Cornwall and one in Kent). This was a very surprising 
addition to the garden list and I suppose that this sort 
of event helps to explain the fascination of mothing. 

 

The contents of the actinic were interesting but the 
only one that is not common in my garden was a Dark 
Spinach. 

 

Shining Marbled 
by Mike Snelling 
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Greetings fellow lepidopterists, I hope you have all enjoyed this year’s often sparse 
(but always rewarding) moth trapping. We at the Hastings branch would like to share 
our year’s news with you. 

The year so far has been one of visiting diverse locations as well as covering our regu-
lar monitoring spots. A great many moths have been captured, identified and released 
and many interesting specimens have been seen. For most of us, this year started out 
as a bit of a damp squib with rain occurring at many of the usual peak times. This did-
n’t dull anyone’s interest however and the Hastings branch endeavoured to hold a 
quantity of events under the Sussex Moth Group umbrella which where attended by 
an increasing number of folk. This is a great trend and speaks volumes for those 
whose job it is to notify others of forthcoming events. A big thank you is of course 
humbly proffered to those volunteers for their efficient and committed service. 

Although a slow start in June, Gerry Balcikonis had a Toadflax Brocade and a Beautiful 
Golden Y at his garden trap, while Andy Philips had a White Satin at his roof-top ter-
race. In July a public event at Filsham Reedbed saw healthy numbers of Round-winged 
Muslins and Dotted Fan-foots while a feeding Humming-bird Hawk-moth was report-
ed in Gerry's garden.  

August turned out to be a fantas-
tic migrant month, with records 
of Dusky Hook-tip, Dark Crimson 
Underwing, and Plumed Fan-foot 
caught at our balcony actinic 
trap along with other migrants 
from across the channel, like 
Cydia amplana which was seen 
in good numbers across the area.  

 

Also of note were three Ypsolopha horridella at an impromptu moth-trap organised by 
Ron Clarke; this species hadn’t been recorded in East Sussex since 1967. The star of 
the show undoubtedly was the fabulous Goat Moth on 22nd July at Hastings Country 
Park Nature Reserve, where a regular trap is operated by Alan Parker. Goat Moth lar-
vae had been reported there in 2008, these being the first modern records of the spe-

Hastings branch news 
by Peter Ray 

Dusky Hook-tip 
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cies in the reserve, which may indicate local breeding. These fine specimens provid-
ed exciting discussion material for some weeks. 

The core of the Hastings branch consists of five regular trap operators who had 
found it hard to reach many of the published events held by the Sussex Moth Group. 
So we as a group asked Andy Phillips our local nature conservation expert (and avid 
moth trapper himself) to look at how we could form a more formal group so others 
in the local and surrounding areas could perhaps come and meet fellow moth- trap-
pers and swap ideas and information as well as assisting each other in simple equip-
ment logistics for the benefit of all. An initial group meeting was held last winter and 
we contacted the Sussex Moth Group to apply to be a formal part of its organisation 
with Andy to direct the group on this path which he did so successfully. This, then, is 
why there is now a Hastings branch. We are all full members of the Sussex Moth 
Group and those members of the public who are curious about moths and moth 
trapping are now directed towards the Sussex Moth Group in the first instance as we 
believe by working as part of an established large group we all benefit. 

The Hastings branch members wish to direct their thanks to Wendy Alexander, Grae-
me Lyons, and of course all those who have attended the group sessions for their 
kind assistance, solid commitment, and friendly goodwill. Thank you all from the 
Hastings branch. 

Dark Crimson Underwing 

Continued…. 



77  

Is moth-ing addictive? I mean the trapping bit. You know what I’m getting at: setting 
up the trap in the evening, praying the weather forecasters got it right, getting up, 
bright and early the next morning, full of anticipation. 

I ask this as, after the customary early spring “summer” we seem to be getting an-
nually, which typically means that the real summer is going to be (expletive delet-
ed), we were left with a devastating following few months when, frankly, moth-
trapping would have been highly hazardous. I DO accept that not being able to 
satisfy this addiction is nothing compared to the plight of our poor Lepidoptera, but 
hey! This article is about ME, and MY problems. Can anyone help? 

April, May, June and July saw this scribbler peering out of the window each even-
ing, stupidly watching the weather forecasts, hoping above all hope that there 
would be at least one clear night in thirty so that I could check what was out and 
about that month. 

I think there have been about 12 occasions since March when the trap could be put 
out safely without fear of electrocution (the moths) and drowning (me).  

Consequently, my craving has had to be sated by buying books (The Field Guide to 
the Micro Moths of Great Britain and Ireland – OK, ONE book) and lovingly dusting 
off the moth trap, as it languishes uselessly in the shed.  

The FGTTMMOGBI became essential Bedtime reading, (I can’t tell you here what 
my “young man” calls it). Am currently trying to decide if dissection is for me – I re-
member the formaldehyde at school and dreading bottling bits of moth in that. As 
you can probably envisage it really is a useful and practical little book and I highly 
recommend it. 

However, I don’t think Colin Pratt believes I am reading this book. The poor bloke is 
still getting emails from me, asking him to ID what is probably the flippin’ obvious. 
My excuse is that I possibly need to get my eyes tested. Does anyone else get spots 
in front of their eyes when ID-ing? 

But wait! What is this?? A yellow blob has appeared in the sky. Warmth is seeping 
through to my aching bones. Sad days are gone, happy ones are here! All those 
months of moth-trap-TLC were not for nothing. It is sparkling and shiny, and ready 
to do business. 

Moth-ers Anonymous 
by Anne Carey 
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The first night, I catch five species – not bad for Bexhill! 
One of them is a Peppered Moth Biston betularia. The 
little chap at least confirmed to me that, being in a 
coastal location, even if I don’t catch many moths, at 
least the air is clean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued…. 

This Death’s-head Hawk-

moth was discovered 

roosting in tall grass in a 

meadow by Tom Forward 

at Tinsley Green on the 

11th July.  

A Lunar Double-stripe Mi-

nucia lunaris was caught in 

Rosemary and John Rad-

ford’s mv trap on 28th 

May at Walberton. 
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I think my favourite moth has to be the Puss Moth. It isn’t rare, particularly large or 

even as exotically coloured as some but it’s very furry and docile – content to gently 

grip onto bare skin, soaking up warmth like a cat. Adults are on the wing fairly early 

in the year, first arriving in our trap in the wood mid-May. Robust-looking, greyish-

white with black dots scattered across the thorax, and with fine grey lines zigzagging 

across the forewings like the tracery of a seismograph in an excitable phase - and 

furry, oh so furry! 

David Burrows had some Puss Moth caterpillars and aware of my fondness for the 

species, kindly offered me one to rear. He brought it to the SMG meeting in July, let 

it have its 15 minutes of fame and then it was all mine. A substantial, brilliant green-

bodied creature with a dark brown saddle mark on its back, edged in white, whip-

like appendages growing at its rear and a vivid red ring around its head complete 

with two black false eye markings above, munched voraciously in the container. I 

was warned that if aggravated it could spray formic acid in my direction. Definitely a 

caterpillar with attitude - don’t mess with me lady! When ready to pupate the body 

would apparently turn from green to orange then finally purple.  

The larva came with enough poplar leaves to sustain it for a few hours and a chunk 

of bark on which to settle and make its cocoon. Now we do have these trees in our 

wood – unfortunately the lowest branches are at least 30 metres above our heads. 

We also have aspen but they were only planted a year ago. So, until we could thor-

oughly investigate our own patch we would need to locate an accessible food source 

on the way home from Woods Mill and raid it. At the edge of a lay-by near Berwick 

was a promising looking poplar. Rodney parked and opened the boot to find a bag 

and a --- penknife? Secateurs? Scissors? No, his favourite bill-hook. We’re lurking 

close to a public highway, Rodney brandishing a large, gleaming lethal weapon. Just 

how plausible would the excuse sound –“Really, there’s not a problem. We’re just 

collecting food for our caterpillar!” 

A Puss Moth story 
by Heather Martin 
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At home my new pet was transferred to a larger container and put in a shady corner 

of the living room on top of the seasonally redundant wood stove. When I bid it 

goodnight at the end of the following day it was bright green and happily chomping 

poplar leaves. The next morning it was nowhere to be seen. I carefully removed and 

inspected all the foliage then finally the chunk of bark on which there was now an 

oval shaped brown lump – a cocoon! I telephoned David to report the speedy trans-

formation and was offered a replacement - well, two actually. This one came with 

back-up. 

Unfortunately history repeated itself. I felt cheated! Was I going to have to take up a 

night-time vigil? The more I studied the remaining caterpillar though the more con-

vinced I became it was looking a little peaky. I transferred the pot to the dining table 

and watched mesmerised as green skin faded to orange then rapidly darkened to a 

purply-brown. I peered in amazement as the creature 

began to bite off tiny pieces from the surface of the 

bark, stick them to threads of labial silk then twist and 

turn taking these strings of wooden beads from side to 

side the length of its body, anchoring them to the bark 

base and the willow leaves we had managed to wean it 

onto. The toiling form, almost doubled over at times, 

was just visible beneath the mesh-like cover as it contin-

ued to build up the density of the rough surfaced, pro-

tective shield. Cocoon Number 3 was later taken to join 

1 and 2 in an old sweet jar on the garage floor and left 

in peace to fully pupate. For several days strange scrap-

ing, grinding sounds emanated from the hardening oval mounds then all was quiet. 

David had said that if we searched the trunks of the poplar trees in our wood careful-

ly at about waist height, we should be able to find Puss Moth cocoon cases. NOW we 

knew exactly what we were looking for. The exceedingly wet summer weather had 

resulted in several landslips along the length of the ghyll stream so in August Rodney 

Continued…. 
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checked out the damage with a view to strengthening 

the banks in places. It was also a good opportunity to 

inspect the deeply fissured bark of the old hybrid black 

poplars growing in a line there. My radio bleeped. 

“Success - I’ve found four and one you can easily get 

to!” The vacated cocoon shell was almost impossible to 

distinguish from the surrounding surface and it was only 

when my eyes adjusting to the gloom managed to pick 

out an extra dark spot on a ridge that I realised I was 

looking at an exit hole. The newly hatched moth exudes 

a solvent from its mouth parts to soften the incredibly 

hard structure and force its way out.  
 

Next May when we take our moth trap to the wood and hopefully attract some Puss 

Moths, I won’t just feel as if I’ve added a name and number to a list. I will have looked 

up into the branches way above my head as I stand to rest awhile under the old pop-

lars at the edge of the path by the stream, visualising the sturdy, imperious looking 

caterpillars perfectly camouflaged amongst the foliage; imagined them determinedly 

making their way down the trunk in their newly acquired bark-coloured disguise; 

stared at the disused cocoon case 

and remembered how, without any 

instruction, the larva bit off hard 

fragments and spun itself a safe 

house in which to over-winter as a 

pupa. I would like to think I will also 

have been fortunate enough by 

then to have witnessed the adult 

moths emerge triumphantly in 

their container in our garage. I 

know a very nice place for them to 

be released into! 

 

Continued…. 
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A migratory moment 
by John Maskell 

I’m sure that for regular moth trappers most sessions run according to pIan but then 
every now-and-again things take an unexpected turn!  
 
I ran our mv light trap in our Worthing garden on the night of 11th September and 
when I emptied it the following morning there wasn’t much to celebrate with just 22 
moths of a dozen species. Usually I would tidy everything away straight away but as a 
friend was due to visit us just after breakfast I emptied the egg boxes and left the 
clutter on the lawn for tidying-up later.  
 
After lunch Shena and I were sitting on the patio when it began to rain. I suddenly 
remembered the trap and rushed to tidy it away. As I did so a small moth flew out of 
one of the egg boxes. I was surprised as I thought that I’d emptied all the boxes. For-
tunately it relocated on one of the boxes strewn on the lawn and I gave it a cursory 
glance and thought, “Oh another Double-striped Pug. It’s been quite a regular of 
late.” But on closer inspection it didn’t look quite“right” so I potted it. As I was 
putting all the equipment in the shed something flew out of the adjacent hedge. 
Dragonfly? It did a return run. Southern Hawker! But it then landed under the eaves 
of the shed and posed. Fortunately I had my little camera in my shorts pocket and 
duly snapped...a Migrant Hawker. OK, not a rarity but a garden first for us! 
 
Back indoors I gave closer attention to the potted 
moth. Definitely not a Double-striped Pug but a Gem. 
Another garden first and moth 333! I e-mailed a snap 
to Colin Pratt and he confirmed my ID as a male.  
 
In another guise I serve as treasurer of the Shoreham 
District Ornithological Society and that evening we had 
a committee meeting so I took the Gem along to the 
meeting. There was a degree of interest from a couple of my colleagues... but even 
more when later on I accidentally knocked the lid off the pot and the little feller did a 
runner! It disappeared for a time but I managed to re-pot it and later released it, un-
harmed, in our garden. The incident certainly provided some light relief at the busi-
ness meeting. 
 
So if it hadn’t rained briefly that afternoon.... 



1313  

While this is only my third year of moth trapping in my very small Brighton garden, I 
have recorded an increasing number of species. Most have been common and there 
are many species which have the potential to be added to the list. However, of partic-
ular interest this season has been recording an unusual form each for two common 
species, Green Carpet and Riband Wave. The Green Carpet was caught at the end of 
May and reminded me of the aberrant individual shown in Manley (2008) but was 
more extreme. Not knowing how usual, or not, this was, I sent a photo to Colin Pratt 
and he replied saying that this was the most extreme aberration of this species record-
ed in Sussex for 150 years! The Riband Wave was caught at the end of July and shows 
an extended ribbon. Again, after consulting Colin, he informed me that only three 
such individuals had been reported since 1982. Certainly, different forms and aberra-
tions can provide for special interest while recording moths in any locality. Thanks to 
Colin for his advice.  

Unusual forms of two common species 
by Jeremy Patterson 

Green Carpet 

Riband Wave 
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Back in late July Pen and I trapped at a private wood near Ardingly as the landowner 
was keen to discover what moth species were present. It was the evening of the open-
ing ceremony of the Olympics and, rather than sitting at home relaxing and taking in 
the spectacle, we were lugging our traps 300m from the car to the site we had chosen. 
By dusk we had already walked a combined distance of 3.5km to put out our kit and 
we were feeling thoroughly shattered. To add to our slightly jaded demeanour there 
weren't that many moths on the wing either and the temperature had fallen signifi-
cantly, as had our spirits. 

Fortunately for us the evening picked up and moth numbers soon improved at our 
three 125W mv traps. Just before midnight we noticed a very well marked micro-moth 
which had alighted and was lit up by one of our traps. We potted it quickly and, alt-
hough it appeared to be very similar structurally to Alabonia geoffrella, we couldn't 
find the species in the field guides we had with us or on UK Moths via my mobile 
phone. Around this time we could hear the distant fireworks of the opening ceremony. 
However, we were now pretty pleased we had decided to trap that night. 

Once home, a quick look on-line at some European sites brought up a likely looking 
match in the form of Harpella forficella. Some photos were taken and emails sent, and 
Colin Pratt and Tony Davis confirmed the identification! This appears to have been on-
ly the second record of this species in the UK after the first on 19th August 2011 in 
Wokingham, Berks. This species’ larvae are said to feed on King Alfred’s Cake fungus 
and the adults fly in the afternoon, early evening, and again at dawn, and are occa-
sionally attracted to light. It is probably worth looking out for this species in Sussex 
next summer as further individuals have been seen in the UK this year and it is rather 
striking. 

Harpella forficella in Sussex 
by Dave Green 
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With due apologies for the undoubted errors, omissions and the general silliness of 

the following light-hearted quiz, here goes….. 

Macro-moth names are fantastic. When I was first getting into this group I was struck 

by how much more interesting they were than many bird or plant names, and I guess 

we have imaginative Victorians to thank for many of them. They make the recording 

and study of moths so much more interesting and, for me, they are so much simpler 

to remember than the scientific names! 

So, without further ado, here are some of my rather contrived questions: 

i. What are the three UK species with the longest names? 

ii. There are eight moth species who’s vernacular name (excluding the word ‘moth’ 

or ‘the’) is less than four letters long. Can you name four? 

iii. As far as I am aware only three moth species are named after places in our 

county. What are they? 

iv. Eight moths have names referring to one of the seasons. Can you name four of 

them, covering at least three seasons? 

v. Seven months of the year are referred to in a total of ten moth names. Can you 

name a moth for each of the seven months? 

vi. Contrived question alert! Can you name eight moth species which share their 

vernacular name with a UK animal species from a different group (at least if you 

exclude ’moth’ from their name)? A plant/bird example would be Redshank, as 

there is a bird and a plant of that name. I have a pretty iffy list of ten species. 

vii. Final contrived question. Can you name three moths which are named after a 

part of an animal? Apologies in advance for this one….. 

All answers are the commonly accepted vernacular names of macro moths which are 

on the UK list. There is no prize or address to send your answers to, simply the    

pleasure of getting the answers right. 

Confused or Uncertain? 
by Dave Green 
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Quiz Answers 

Q i. What are the three UK species with the longest names? 

A i. Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (33 letters), Narrow-bordered Five-spot 

Burnet (28 letters) and Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (28 letters). 

Q ii. Name four moth species with names less than four letters long? 

A ii. V, Ni, Dew, Dot, Ear, Fox, Gem and Nun. 

Q iii. Name three moths species whose name relates to a place in Sussex? 

A iii. Lewes Wave, Brighton Wainscot and Sussex Emerald (although I accept that Sus-

sex is not really a place ‘in Sussex’. I couldn't think of better wording!). 

Q iv. Eight moths have names relating to the seasons. Name four, moths that is? 

A iv. Spring Usher, Autumn Green Carpet, Autumnal Moth, Small Autumnal Moth, Au-

tumnal Rustic, Autumnal Snout (although I think this is accepted as a hybrid rather 

than a species) Winter Moth and Northern Winter Moth. 

Q v. Name seven moth species whose names refer to different months of the year? 

A v. March Moth, May Highflyer, July Belle, July Highflyer, August Thorn, Clouded Au-

gust Thorn, September Thorn, November Moth, Pale November Moth, December 

Moth. 

Q vi. Name eight moth species who share a name with a UK animal from a different 

group? 

A vi. Common Swift, Fox, Hornet, Lobster, Magpie, Mouse, Peacock, Shark, Brimstone, 

Emperor (and I guess Goat as well, as they are feral now. But I think Leopard is a 

bridge too far!). 

Q vii. Name three moth species named after parts of animals? 

A vii. Well, how about Antler, Bird’s Wing, Dog’s Tooth, Coxcomb Prominent and Ca-

nary-shouldered Thorn. Getting a little sillier any Underwing, Scorched Wing, Yellow-

horned, Yellow-tail, Snout, or even Double Kidney, Heart or Ear moths. I think I should 

 stop now!  
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I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again, this was not a good summer for moth trapping. 
Over here in Rother, East Sussex, we had planned to run a series of moth trapping ses-
sions in Brede High Wood, once a month, from April to September, the idea being to 
get a big picture view of this particular piece of woodland and maintain our good 
friendship with the Woodland Trust while we were at it. However the majority of our 
events were rained off and when they did happen, it always seemed to be rather cold. 

Brede High Woods lie between the towns of Battle to the west and Rye to the east 
and they effectively surround the Powdermill reservoir. They are actually a conjoined 
group of named woodlands that lie together. Collectively they probably cover more 
area than any other woodland in this region, and they form part of a local biodiversity 
golden triangle with Vinehall Forest to the east and Battle Great Wood to the south. 
As such, we had high hopes for the High Woods.   

Previously we have had some good moth finds in Brede High Wood. A couple of years 
ago Dave Monk found a Light Orange Underwing Archiearis nottha and Steve Wheat-
ley and Martyn Parslow recorded an exceptional number of Clay Fan-foot Paracolax 
tristalis moths in some private woodland that also abuts Brede High Wood.  

Our first excursion to Brede High Wood in May was at least partially successful. It had 
been very wet during the weeks leading up to our first event, so I was hopeful that es-
tablishing a base from an area known as the ‘new car-park’ with its tough type-one 
surface would be a hit. However I soon learnt that moth trappers don’t like to be con-
fined. Even a locked gate and conditions similar to a World War I battlefield did not 
deter them. 

The highlight of my evening was that I managed to record a Dusky Peacock Macaria 
signaria, or more accurately, David Burrows noticed that is was a Dusky Peacock, I had 
it down as a regular Peacock moth Macaria notata until I was informed otherwise, 
still kudos to me for recognizing the shape at least. 

The highlight of everybody else’s evening was when the police showed up as they 
were curious as to why such bright lights could be seen from the road. I have now 
learnt to let Sussex Police know when we plan to go moth trapping in Brede High 
Woods. It was made all the worse for the fact that Dave Bonsel, the woodland manag-
er suggested I contact the police before hand, I told him he worried too much. Oh 
dear. Fortunately the police officers concerned were in a very good mood, possibly 
relieved that it wasn’t something far worse. 

True colours shining through 
by Jim Barrett 
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Our July expedition to Brede High Wood was much improved. With much better con-
ditions, the police tipped off and access to the gate, we were able to go deep into the 
woodland. Here I must pay tribute to Wendy and Keith Alexander, Mike Feeney-
Brown, David Burrows, Heather Martin and Rod Taylor as at first I was concerned as to 
how an event would work out in an area we had not previously visited.  

To their credit the moth trappers seem instinctively to know where to go and what to 
do. It was no hassle at all. I could even liken it to a liberal free market economy where 
autonomous individuals maximize their happiness based on free will, good fortune 
and personal endeavour. It worked all the better without any state intervention (me), 
Friedrich Hayek would have been proud indeed. 

Yet, if the finding of a spot and the setting up is pure free market, then the identifying, 
naming and recording of the moths is surely socialism at its best. Here in Rother we 
do it collectively, as a group. ‘From each according to his ability to each according to 
his needs.’ This works extremely well when it comes to identifying the difficult ones 
and saves innumerable moths from being squashed between the white pages of my 
moth book as I frantically search in vein. Hey, the occasional pug gets recorded too, 
that’s how well it works. 

This July night was one of our best for moths with about 72 different species record-
ed, before a sudden downpour at midnight finished us all for the evening. 

Our final visit of the year to Brede High Woods was in September. Unlike our previous 
visits, on this occasion we were moth trapping after a relatively dry period but unfor-
tunately it was rather cold and under a clearing sky the auspices were not good. 

After about three hours we had only recorded 24 different species and were wonder-
ing if it was worth continuing. Keith Alexander is usually our bellwether as to when to 
call it a night. When Keith’s had enough, we’ve all had enough. As I was packing up my 
equipment I noticed that there was a quorum gathering around Heather Martin’s 
moth trap. 

Being possessed of more than my fair share of curiosity (or nosey if you prefer), I 
walked up the ride to investigate. When I got there I was told, “Take a look at that 
tree trunk”. At first I could see nothing at all unusual, and still saw nothing when 
prompted further. Then, like St John the Divine on the island of Patmos, I suddenly 
saw it, surely the largest moth I had ever seen. 

The Clifden Nonpariel Catocala fraxini is a large moth, though on reflection it is proba-
bly not as big as some of the larger Hawk-moths. Its shape reminds me of the Avro 
Vulcan bomber of the 1960s and the subtle shades of its forewings provide it with      
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excellent camouflage when resting on tree bark. Yet the surprise comes when the 
forewings part a little to reveal a violet cross-band on charcoal-black hind wings.  

Like the other members of the Catocalinae 
family this flash colouration is possibly a de-
fence against predation, the colours being 
‘flashed’ when the moth is alarmed. It is also 
suggested (Leverton; ‘Enjoying Moths’) that 
when in flight the contrast between the dull 
forewings and the bright flash of the hind-
wings disrupts the functioning of the visual 
cortex of would be predators (or, ‘creates an 
optical illusion’, as the less pompous way of 
saying it). It works best for day-flying moths, so 
I return full circle to Exhibit A, the Light Orange 
Underwing also found in Brede High Woods. 

Whatever the reason then, it sure is impressive. I didn’t believe I could be surprised 
by moths anymore. This moth made my season. 

 

 

 

Our third National Moth Recorders’ Meeting will be held on Saturday 26th January 

2013 at the Birmingham and Midland Institute, central Birmingham. We have a great 

line-up for the day which includes both amateur moth recorders and academic re-

searchers. We are hoping to have some trade stalls in attendance, so bring your purs-

es and wallets to stock up on moth-ing equipment and books. The programme for the 

day can be found at the end of this newsletter, it will also be available on the Moths 

Count website (www.mothscount.org) in due course. This year there is a £5 (per per-

son) registration fee for attendees, payable on the day. This includes morning and 

afternoon tea/coffee and a buffet lunch all subsidised from Butterfly Conservation 

budgets. It has been necessary to impose a charge this year as we no longer have Her-

itage Lottery Funding to cover holding such an event. Advanced booking is essential, 

to book your place please contact info@butterfly-conservation.org or telephone  

 01929 400209. We hope to see you there.  

National News from Butterfly Conservation 

Heather Martin 

Continued…. 
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National Moth Night 

The deadline for submission of your Moth Night 2012 data is approaching (30th No-

vember 2012). If you have any moth records for the days or nights of Thursday 21st 

June – Saturday 23rd June, please submit them. Early indications are that the weather 

had a negative impact on planned activities. Several counties had to cancel events due 

to heavy rain and high winds. Online data submission to-date totals 343 surveys which 

recorded approximately 10,000 moths of 519 species. To enter your results for Moth 

Night 2012 online please visit www.mothnight.info. 

Moth Night 2013 will take place during Thursday 8th – Saturday 10th August and will 

again include a daytime element. The theme for 2013 will be ‘Tiger Moths’; in particu-

lar, Moth Night want to encourage recorders to target the mixed fortunes of the de-

clining Garden Tiger and the Jersey Tiger, which is expanding its range rapidly in the 

West Country and Home Counties. We’re also keen to raise public awareness of the 

Clouded Buff, which can be recorded by day on moors and heaths, so as to improve re-

cording coverage of this species.  Moth Night is an ideal opportunity for individuals 

and local groups to promote moth recording to the general public by organising an 

event, which can be publicised on the Moth Night website. Remember, you don’t have 

to follow the Moth Night 2013 theme or organise public events; anyone can take part 

in the annual celebration of moths simply by recording moths and submitting 

sightings.  

Fun bits 

This was the West Sussex 
Gazette headline in early 
May regarding Brown-tail 
caterpillars. Maybe it was 
supposed to say 
‘Intoxicated moths on the 
rise in Sussex’, due to the 
availability of this ‘Frothy 
Moth’ beer?! 

Thanks to John Maskell for 
sending these pictures in. 
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The adult Trichoptera (caddis flies) of Britain and Ireland. Peter Barnard & Emma 

Ross. Published by the Royal Entomological Society in March 2012. £29.50. 192 pages, 

24.5 x 17.5 cm, soft cover.  

The arrival of a new and authoritative book on all the adult British caddis flies is long 

overdue, the last comprehensive texts having been published in 1939 and 1973. This 

volume by Peter Barnard and Emma Ross is the latest in the Royal Entomological Soci-

ety’s Handbooks for the Identification of British Insects series. 

The first part of the book contain chapters on the biology of caddis flies, on their mor-

phology and how to collect and preserve them, followed by comprehensive keys and 

descriptions of individual species – there are 199 in the British Isles. These descrip-

tions generally have colour photos of the whole insect, or of the wings showing any 

patterns on them, plus drawings of the venation and the genitalia and a text descrip-

tion with details of size, habitats and distribution. 

Used in conjunction with Keys to the case-bearing caddis larvae of Britain and Ireland 

by Wallace, Wallace and Philipson (2003) and A revised key to the caseless caddis lar-

vae of the British Isles with notes on their ecology by Edington and Hildrew (1995), it 

should now be possible to identify all our native species as larvae or adults. However, 

this is unlikely ever to be as easy as naming butterflies, moths or dragonflies as the 

adults tend to be rather similar and microscopic examination of the genitalia is often 

necessary. Larvae also often have to be killed (putting them in soda water is recom-

mended in the book) and extracted winkle-like from their cases to determine what 

they are. 

Notwithstanding these difficulties, the study of Sussex caddis flies is likely to be re-

warding. It is a massively under-recorded order though 100 species have been found 

in Sussex. They breed in a very wide range of water bodies from hoof print puddles 

and brackish pools, to streams large and small, rivers, ponds and lakes. And, of 

course, many of the adults are frequent visitors to moth traps often arriving early in 

Caddisfly book review 
by Patrick Roper 
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the evening before the lepidoptera get going. 

Using these books and other sources, the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre is com-

piling an account of Sussex caddis flies and this will be available very soon on the 

Centre’s web site. Given all these resources there will be no excuse for recorders of 

other flying insects to continue to ignore these little brown jobs (though many are 

actually quite colourful and distinctive). 

Continued…. 

Chairman Required 

  

  All meetings held at 7.30pm - Woods Mill, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9SD 

   Wednesday 13th February 

   Thursday 18th April AGM 

   Monday 22nd July 

   Tuesday 12th November 

Moth group meetings 2013 

Following Graeme’s retirement from being the Sussex Moth Group chairman, we are 

seeking someone who can take on the role. A keen moth-er would be welcome in 

this role, someone that can organise the regular group meetings and be happy to 

speak on behalf of the group if needed. If you’re interested, please get in contact 

with Wendy Alexander before the end of March 2013.  

Wendy’s contact details: wkalexander@btinternet.com or 01424 212894. 



Chairman Graeme Lyons graemelyons@sussexwt.org.uk 01273 497506 

Secretary Wendy Alexander wkalexander@btinternet.com 01424 212894 

Recorder Colin Pratt colin.pratt@talk21.com 01273 586780 

Webmaster Bob Foreman bob@littlesnails.com 01444 483745 

Treasurer Alice Parfitt aliceparfitt@sussexwt.org.uk 01903 740212 

Newsletter Editor Penny Green pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk 01273 497521 

Last call for unusual Sussex moth records  
by Colin Pratt 

Sussex Moth Group Committee 

The final touches to Supplement Two to “A Complete History of the Butterflies & 
Moths of Sussex” are being completed. Copies of the second supplement will be 
forwarded free to buyers of the Complete History as an e-mail attachment on 
about January 1st 2013. If you possess any unpublished moth records of scarcities, 
from any era, which are likely to be of interest to readers and researchers, then 
please forward them to me before December 1st 2012.  

 

More blundering Victorian collectors. 

Note the walking-stick handled nets and the specimens 

pinned to the straw boater for temporary safekeeping. 

Reproduced from a postcard published in about 1900 by 

E. Nister of Nuremburg.  

 

Thanks to Colin Pratt for sending this picture in. 


