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I hope you enjoy reading this spring’s newsletter! It’s been a long winter and you’re no doubt 
looking forward to the mothing treats ahead. We have a great selection of moth trap events 
organised across Sussex this year, 16 in total and in lots of different habitats. Come along and 
see some new species! I wish you a good year’s mothing, and look forward to hearing about 
your mothing adventures in the autumn edition of our newsletter. Best wishes, Penny

Many thanks to the SxBRC for printing this newsletter.

Don’t forget to log your Humming-bird Hawk-moth sightings on the Butterfly Conservation   
website: http://www.butterfly-conservation.org
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It’s often hard to find moth related anecdotes in early spring for the newsletter but not this year.  
Only a few hours ago I spotted what I assumed was going to be my first Silver Y of the year on the 
cliffs at Newhaven. It was in fact a day flying Early Grey, not something I have ever seen before. 
With another bitterly cold winter behind us and a warm spring in action, 2011 could well be a 
great mothing year. Fingers crossed.

Already in 2011 we have had some interesting records with a trio of new sites for Light Orange 
Underwing. The first of these records by Dave Monk at Brede High Woods on the 24th March 
were the first records in East Sussex for many years. This was closely followed by Jacob Everitt 
recording three drinking from a puddle at a site in West Sussex. I checked in at Badlands (part of 
The Mens SWT reserve) where I knew there was some mature Aspen on the 26th March and I had 
netted one within 30 seconds of walking into the meadow! This just goes to show the power of 
email groups, blogs, social networking for instantaneous announcements and the passage of 
information. How did we ever manage without the Internet?! I would urge any of you who are 
not members of the ‘sussexmoths’ Yahoo group to join and share your information, as well as 
posting your sightings on the Sussex Butterfly Conservation website.

We also have the first records of the RDB micro moth Pancalia schwarzella in Sussex since 1931. 
I’ll cover this in more detail later on in the newsletter. The moth trap at Woods Mill is going out 
every Wednesday night again but we haven’t seen numbers of Orthosias reach above 200 as we 
have in previous years.

We are about to go live with the new Sussex Moth Group website which I am sure you will all like 
and use regularly. A big thank you to Bob Foreman for all his efforts with this, it really is going to 
be a fantastic resource and we will have a county moth group website to rival the Hants Moths 
site. Great stuff!

My slipped disk has healed and I’m 
now able to lift a moth trap again so 
I am hoping to get out more often 
this summer and be more involved 
with events and field trips than I was 
last year. I hope to see you all out in 
the field season, happy mothing! 

Chairmans report by Graeme Lyons

This photo is of a male Light Orange 
Underwing showing the washed out 
grey-brown forewing and the 
slightly feathery antennae.
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Quotes from the Barred Tooth-striped survey at Mill Hill on 11th April 2011:

A snapshot from a typical mothing evening in Sussex        
by Richard Roebuck

Who are you? I didn't         
recognise you - it’s dark.

How on earth did you get that 
kit down here?

That's a big lamp you have got!

Have you seen a Grizzled yet? 

Have you heard about the big 
black adders here?

That's an Orphion!

That's a Devil’s Coach Horse.

Amara are a bit tricky.

By heck that's a nice Streamer!
Let’s check out the actinic!

Anyone want a biscuit?

They appear to be quite low down 
tonight...must be the wind.

Thought you were safe at 
home before Silpha turned up.

That's a fabulous Carabus not seen one   
before with those gold pitted elytra... 

Not taking that one, it’s 
gravid. 

I want to take a picture of you 
load of nutters.
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On the afternoon of the 28th March, Penny Green and I headed up to Mill Hill after work on the off 
chance of seeing Dotted Bee-fly. We didn’t see the Bee-fly but we did see some rather beautiful 
little micro moths. I didn’t recognise the moths (there were many, 20 +), they were clearly day-
flying and were centred on the steepest part of the slopes where there was a profusion of violets. 
The violets were mostly Hairy and Sweet Violets with some Common Dog-violet. There were in fact 
more violets in one place than I have ever seen before. In amongst the detritus of December’s 
sledging frenzy, between the discarded bobble hats and shattered plastic of sledges, these moths 
make their home. I was pretty sure they would be in some way dependant on the violets. I spent a 
long time taking a photo and finally got a good shot. Later on I was looking at one Penny had a 
caught and compared it to my photo. I began to think that I had made a school-boy error by letting 
go the specimen I photographed as it was not the same as the specimen Penny had. Penny’s was 
clearly the Nb Violet Cosmet Pancalia leuwenhoekhella and after a quick look on the SxBRC data-
base it was clear that Tony Davis had recorded the species there in some numbers several years 
earlier. So far so good but leuwenhoekella has a very clear and well defined white section to the 
antennae and my photograph did not. I was beginning to think mine had been the much rarer 
Scarce Violet Cosmet Pancalia schwarzella and like a massive twonk I had let the thing go.

I went back the following day, a little wiser, to collect a specimen to 
send to Tony of what I thought was the rare moth. I decided to count 
the proportion of what I assumed to be the two species. The moths 
were quite hard to locate when the sun went in, I think they rest up 
then amongst the tightly grazed foliage. When they do fly they are still 
hard to see, being very dark against an already dark background. They 
fly very erratically but do not seem to go very far or keep still for very 

long! I recorded 17 schwarzella types and 
only two definite leuwenhoekella types. I 
had concerns that I had interpreted the 
literature incorrectly and that what I was 
seeing was simply sexual dimorphism in 
leuwenhoekella (the schwarzella types 
were around 7 mm long compared to 5.5 
mm of the leuwenkohella types). I caught 
one, posted it to Tony who confirmed it as Pancalia schwarzella. 
Great news and the first records for Sussex since 1931. Thanks to 
Tony Davis for his help in identifying the moth. 

Where this gets really interesting is that I think I have found schwar-
zella at Malling Down on the 9th April but at the time of writing, I still 
need Tony to confirm the identification!

May the schwarz be with you by Graeme Lyons

Pancalia schwarzella

Pancalia leuwenhoekella
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Cheeky bat in a trap by Mike Snelling

I opened my Skinner trap on 18th April 2010 and noted the contents. Not a special night - only 20 
common moths of seven species. When I picked up the trap to bring it in there was an animal 
clinging to the side. I must have been looking at it from the back (in the gloom) and it looked 
something like a frog. However when I got it into better light it turned out to be a bat. It was 
clinging on for dear life and was very unwilling to move - so I took a few photos. It turned out to 
be a Brown Long-eared Bat and looked extremely cute! It had probably taken all the 'good' 
moths for it's meal, but it left several inside the trap.

The photo which shows the rear view shows why I considered a frog at first. I mentioned it to the 
Bat Conservation Trust and asked if this happened regularly. The lady responding was not aware 
of how many previous occasions of this there had been. She said however that Brown Long-
eared Bats were her favourite with ' lots of character and tend to be cheeky'. She confirmed that 
it must have followed a moth into the trap and was itself trapped.

It was clearly O.K. and eventually it flew off and roosted under the eaves of my bungalow. It dis-
appeared the following night - but I imagine it is still taking the odd moth from my garden.

Membership subscriptions are now due for 2011/2012, the cost remaining at £5.00.                  
There are two ways to pay: either pay at the AGM on 18th April or post it (with your details) to 
the Treasurer: 

Alice Parfitt, 1 Sunnyside Cottages, North Street, Storrington, West Sussex, RH20 4PB.

2011/2012 subscriptions are due!
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Field Events 2011:

Saturday 28th May 8.30pm Old School Playing Fields, Littlehampton TQ03580310

A special site for local walkers and naturalists but now threatened with housing development. 
Littlehampton, Wick & Toddington Village Green Association are trying to obtain Village Green 
status. Come along and help by recording as much as you can! 

Contact: Tim Freed   07766 260759. Meeting Place:  From the A259 at the Body Shop round-
about, take the B2187 south then first right into Oakcroft Gardens; where the road bends right, 
meet by gate onto open space. Target species/habitat: 35 acres of diverse rough grassland bor-

dered by mature trees including much poplar.

Friday 10th June 8.30pm Owlbeech Woods, Horsham TQ200315

Contact: Jacob Everitt   07734 231030. Meeting Place: Car park off of Owlbeech Way, Horsham. 
Target species: Alder Kitten and heathland species. Event finishes at midnight.

Saturday 11th June 9.00pm Mill Pond Marsh, Pagham Harbour NR SZ860972

One of three moth events at Pagham Harbour Nature Reserve this year.

Contact: Ivan Lang   07768 983518 / 01243 641508. Meeting place: Sidlesham Quay.                
Target species/habitat: Flame Wainscot/Reedbed and meadow.

Wednesday 1st June 9.00pm Bignor Hill, Slindon Estate SU974129

Contact: Mike Snelling and Derek Lee   01243 673077 / 07849 279117 Meeting place: The Car 
park is reached by a somewhat pot-holed metalled road – if heading west, turn left just after the 
Bignor Roman Villa. An event in conjunction with the National Trust.

Powdermill Wood reserve, near Battle TQ735144

The Saturday evening session will start at 8pm with setting up and demonstration of the light 
trap, in time to witness the first moth arrivals at dusk. Then the following morning at 8am there 
will be a full examination of the night’s catch, with opportunities for moth photography.

Contact: Ralph Hobbs  07763 151787 Meeting place: Powdermill Reserve car park.

Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th May 

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check that the event is still going ahead

Tuesday 26th April 8.00pm Millennium Woods, Cuckfield TQ317257

Contact: Dave and Pen Green  07960 388096  Meeting Place: Head north out of Cuckfield on the 
B2036 and take the Ardingly Road, go right at mini roundabout on to Hanlye Lane. Pass Court 
Meadow School. There is a double bend, on the second bend turn right onto an unnamed track. 
Just up the track there is a small carpark where we’ll meet you. 

A 90 acre woodland of areas of mixed broadleaf, Sweet Chestnut and conifers, including an an-
cient woodland with a ghyll, and large rides and recent plantations.
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Among some of the more interesting moths I’ve recorded have been two Waved Blacks, a Water 
Ermine, a Galium Carpet and a Cloaked Pug (on 31st May), of which our Recorder tells me less than 
a dozen have been found in Sussex. Beginner’s luck! But my Red Letter Day – or maybe I should call 
it my Blue Letter Day – was 28th September, the only time I ran my trap in my front garden as op-
posed to my back garden. When I looked inside I was bowled over to find, sitting on the floor of 
the trap, a splendid Clifden Nonpareil! More beginner’s luck!

My present garden list is around 200, mostly macros. Most, if not all, of you reading this will be 
less than envious. But, as a newcomer to the game, I’m impressed!

I cannot end without special mention of Colin Pratt, our County Recorder. Colin has, with unfailing 
courtesy and encouragement, looked at the photos I have sent him of moths I have caught and 
failed to identify, and has provided me with answers. Thank you very much indeed, Colin. I’m also 
very grateful to many others who have helped me, for example Steve Wheatley, who organised the 
evening event at British Gypsum in August, and the other local enthusiasts I met on that occasion –
Wendy and Keith Alexander, David Burrows and Jim Barrett -  and Phil Jones who has also helped 
me with identifications.

Clifden Nonpareil
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I’ve been a “serious” birdwatcher for more than forty years. Then a mobility problem put restric-
tions on my ability to walk any great distance. I needed to get more involved in some other aspect 
of the natural world, something close to home. I’ve always been aware of, and interested in, the 
plants and insects and mammals I encountered whilst birdwatching, but it was the birds that I con-
centrated on. For a while I cogitated. Then I made my move!

In the Spring of 2010 I telephoned Pat Bonham from Rye. I’ve known Pat for many years, and I 
knew of his interest in moths, although most of our contact has been in connection with birds. He 
gave me very good advice on getting started on trapping moths and through him I received more 
help from others in the world of moths. Two main points emerged from the advice. First, start 
early in the year to avoid being overwhelmed at first by the numbers of moths trapped. Second, as, 
for the most part, I was going to operate a trap in my back garden, perhaps an Actinic, rather than 
MV, light might be best. But the single best piece of advice I received was – join the Sussex Moth 
Group!

So it was that on the 20th April I visited Watkins and Doncaster, about a 15 minute drive from my 
home. Bearing in mind the advice I had received, I bought a small Heath-type trap with a 40w Ac-
tinic tube, together with a selection of pots. That evening I set up the trap, left it running all night, 
and next morning got up early – it felt a bit like a childhood Christmas Day!

In the trap – nothing! But on the white sheet I’d placed the trap on there were two moths. Next 
night a single moth did enter the trap. My first capture – an Early Thorn. A few days later disaster 
struck – I dropped the tube. But another visit to W & D sorted that out.

On the 28th April I encountered the first moth that really “wowed” me. On the outside of the sum-
merhouse in front of which I’d run the trap overnight sat a Puss Moth. I was taken aback by this 
beautiful creature, to me the moth equivalent of a drake Smew (if you’re not familiar with this 
bird, look up a colour illustration or photo and you’ll see what I mean). The following day I visited  
Pat who, besides giving me details of very good websites and showing me useful books, helped me 
with some identifications. 

A week in Suffolk, near the coast south of Southwold, in mid-May and another week there in July 
gave me the chance to catch some species I’ve not encountered in Sussex during my first year of 
trapping – a Privet Hawk-moth, a female Emperor Moth and a Buttoned Snout quickly come to 
mind. I also caught my first example of the, to me, rather unbelievably shaped Poplar Hawkmoth
there.

Back home in Mountfield, about three miles north of Battle, I continued to run my trap as often as 
possible, and my garden list continued to grow. As a beginner I could not help but be amazed by 
the variety of shapes, sizes, colours and behaviour of the moths I found in the trap. Big ones, small 
ones, some as big as – well, maybe a matchbox! As the summer progressed so did the volume of 
my catch. My biggest catch was on 13th July, when I identified 149 moths (mostly macros) of  36 
species. Another 20 or so insects (mostly micros) defied my attempts at naming them. 

Beginner’s luck by Robin Harris
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Saturday 16th July 8.15pm Rye Harbour Nature Reserve TQ943189

Contact: Mike Feeny-Brown   07765 333158 / 01797 230134. Meeting place: At gate to Rye Har-
bour Nature Reserve. Vehicles taken on to reserve must be parked to allow emergency and 
other vehicles completely free passage. Target species/habitat: Shingle species.

Friday 1st July 9.45pm The Old Brickfield, Seaford TV471995

Contact: Steven Teale   07983 437221. Meeting Place:  Entrance on Buckle Drive.                    
Target species/habitat: Coastal and saltmarsh species. SNCI owned by Lewes District Council.

Friday 1st July 9.15pm Old School Playing Fields, Littlehampton TQ03580310

A special site for local walkers and naturalists but now threatened with housing development. 
Littlehampton, Wick & Toddington Village Green Association are trying to obtain Village Green 
status. Come along and help by recording as much as you can! 

Contact: Tim Freed   07766 260759. Meeting Place:  From the A259 at the Body Shop round-
about, take the B2187 south then first right into Oakcroft Gardens; where the road bends right, 
meet by gate onto open space. Target species/habitat: 35 acres of diverse rough grassland      

bordered by mature trees including much poplar.

Friday 15th July
8.30pm—
12.00am

Sandgate Park, Sullington TQ106145

Contact: Jacob Everitt   07734 231030. Meeting Place: Meet at entrance off Sandgate Lane, park-
ing on Hillside Road and walk through twitten. Target species: Heathland species.

Saturday 16th July 9.00pm Visitor Centre, Pagham Harbour SZ858965

One of three moth events at Pagham Harbour Nature Reserve this year.

Contact: Ivan Lang   07768 983518 / 01243 641508. Meeting place: Pagham Habour Visitor Cen-
tre car park.

Saturday 30th July 9.30pm Markstakes Common, South Chailey TQ398183

Contact: Steven Teale   07983 437221. Meeting Place:  Markstakes Lane: gate by flint wall on 
south side of road. Target species/habitat: General woodland and heathland species. Woodland 
owned by Lewes District Council, with historical oak and hornbeam pollards.

Continued >>>

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check that the event is still going ahead



Field events continued...

Indoor meetings this year are on Tuesday 19th July and Wednesday 9th November 2011. Both at 
7.30pm at the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s HQ at Woods Mill, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9SD.

I used to think there were three types of moth: those responsible for holes in my knitwear, those 
that collided with moving vehicles and the ones that flittered indoors on warm evenings to hurl 
themselves suicidally against our lamps. Then we became the owners of woodland, participants 
in the Rother Woods Project and consequently coerced into hosting a moth trapping event. Well 
– I was curious!

The September evening was chilly and horribly wet. Why would anyone want to spend hours 
sheltering from the pouring rain in the dark in the middle of nowhere? But from the moment the 
first trap was inspected and David Burrows patiently answered the most basic queries, I was 
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Saturday 3rd September 8.15pm Lewes Railway Land Local Nature Reserve TQ420100

Contact: Steven Teale   07983 437221. Meeting Place: Entrance at end of Railway Lane, Lewes.
Target species/habitat: Nephopterix angustella and others. LNR owned by Lewes District Council 
and managed by ‘Friends of Lewes Railway Land.’ Reedbeds and wet meadows. Not previously 
surveyed at this time of year.

Saturday 15th October 7.30pm Church Norton Spit, Pagham Harbour NR SZ871957

One of three moth events at Pagham Harbour Nature Reserve this year.

Contact: Ivan Lang   07768 983518 / 01243 641508. Meeting place: Church Norton car park. 
Target Species/habitat: Migrants/shingle.

Questions and Answers by Heather Martin

Rotherfield Wood reserve TQ556291

The Saturday evening session will start at 7pm with setting up and demonstration of the light 
trap, in time to witness the first moth arrivals at dusk. Then the following morning at 9am there 
will be a full examination of the night’s catch, with opportunities for moth photography.

Contact: Ralph Hobbs  07763 151787 Meeting place: Rotherfield Reserve car park.

Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th September

Saturday 13th August 8.00pm East Head, Chichester Harbour SZ765983

Contact: Tony Davis   07837 412820. Meeting place: Meet at the West Wittering beach car park 
(there may be a small charge for parking). Target species: Coastal species such as Shore Wain-
scot and Portland Moth.

In the event of adverse weather it is advisable to contact the event organiser to check that the event is still going ahead
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thagoras, the axiom of parallels. I pursued this particular side track and it turns out that the word 
geometry has a Greek origin; “Earth measure” is the translation. The caterpillars of the Geometridae 
lack the first three pairs of pro-legs, so by arching their bodies, they move by bringing the back end 
up to the front end. The front end then stretches out, measuring a length as it does so; geometry!

My Mottled Umber appeared to have no wings at all, but many of the flightless female Geometridae 
have the remnants of wings. Also, most of these moths tend to emerge as adults in the winter or 
early spring months.  Their names belying the male’s flight season, Winter Moth, Early Moth and 
Spring Usher.

For summer-flying nocturnal moths the most likely predators are bats. Bats hibernate in the winter, 
so have the winter moths evolved a flight season to avoid predation? Trouble is, the outside in win-
ter is often very cold, especially in the early hours, as I can vouch for personally. The female winter 
moths have given up the energy consuming function of flight for the advantage of greater fecundity. 
As long as the males can find them to fertilise their eggs what need have they to fly? 

Unfortunately there is another trade off. Lack of flight means that these moths cannot disperse their 
eggs among their target food plant as easily as other moths can. It is unsurprising then that the 
foodplants of moths with flightless females are very common plants, oak, hawthorn, blackthorn, 
beech, etc. A non fussy diet is a big help, as exemplified by the Winter Moth caterpillar that can eat 
most common tree species.

So the female Mottled Umber with her set of crawling legs can at least disperse her eggs. Further 
dispersal is down to the larva themselves, and these are often the caterpillars you see suspended by 
silk threads as you walk around woodlands in spring and summer.

The Geometridae are not the only Family of macro moths that have a flightless female. The Va-
pourer moths of the Lymantriidae family also have flightless females. Furthermore the wing cases in 
the pupae of female Vapourer moths are as inconspicuous as their wings. This is not the case for the 
Geometridae, the female pupa cases in these moths are fully developed, though they remain empty, 
which would suggest that wing loss is more recent in the Geometridae than the Vapourer moths.

So with a little luck and some curiosity it is possible to learn quite a lot from the comfort of chair 
next to radiator. I am deeply indebted to Bob Foreman of Sussex BC, David Burrows of the Sussex 
Moth Group and Dan Hoare, the South East Regional Officer for Butterfly Conservation who helped 
me considerably in this task. Good people with knowledge - now that has been the real good fortune 
in this endeavour.

References 

Malcolm Scoble: “The Lepidoptera: Form, function and diversity.” (Oxford University Press)

Roy Leverton:  “Enjoying Moths”. (Poyser)

Mark Young: “The Natural History of Moths” (A&C Black)
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I have always been hopeful for good fortune, the happy chance that by being in the right place at 
the right time good things will happen, without all that tedious hard work and ninety-five percent 
perspiration thing. 

So there was a huge element of good luck in finding my first flightless female moth. One January 
morning I noticed a wingless insect sitting on top of a T-shirt draped over the radiator next to my 
desk. It was more fortunate still that last year David Burrows brought a whole collection of live 
moths to one of our Sussex Butterfly Conservation events. By his usual high standard these moths 
were beautifully labelled and displayed. Upon encountering my insect, I immediately suspected it 
was a moth.

For a beginner, finding the list of flightless moths means starting at the beginning of Townsend and 
Waring and working your way through. Not really wanting to do this, I decided to cheat and re-
sorted to emailing Bob Foreman of Sussex BC for a list of flightless, female moths. With Bob’s list I 
was quickly able to determine that my moth was Mottled Umber.

How did it get into the house? Well it’s possible it just came in though an open window, or even on 
me. I’ve been doing quite a bit of work in the garden this winter. The most likely explanation how-
ever is that it came in last summer when I had a mad week or two of caterpillar search and cap-
ture. Most of my finds were put back outdoors, but it is possible that one may have made a dash 
for freedom.

I then decided I was going to look for flightless female moths out in the wild. Townsend and War-
ing recommends searching tree trunks in the early morning. So I set off to Barnes Wood, which has 
never let me down, and spent a freezing cold hour either side of daybreak looking for moths on 
oak tree trunks. But I soon discovered that just searching for flightless moths is not easy. 

For one thing, off the beaten track brambles grow like jungle vines, the ones that failed to trip me, 
stabbed me, and ripped me. I’m sure there’s teamwork involved. I also discovered that the ground 
is very uneven away from the ride paths and awareness of where you put your feet is paramount. 
Without a clear path to follow it’s very easy to get a bit disorientated, especially in the dark. Only 
the growing daylight probably prevented me from getting lost.

Yet there was one great consolation. Sunrise on a chilly winter day can be an awesome sight. A 
streak of bright orange light cast in the East as a strip torn through to the vault of heaven, a dis-
persing white vapour trail like a tyre track imprinted on a clear, cold, blue sky, a silhouetted flock 
of small birds scudding across the tree line, as the gathering day rolls back the night to reveal a 
world in awakening. 

The field trip had proved unproductive, so, thwarted in my efforts, it was back to the desk.. Look-
ing again at Bob’s list, did these moths have anything in common? Well, the majority were of the 
Family Geometridae. 

Now it bothered me just how close this Family name is to “geometry”, memories of Euclid, Py-

In search of flightless moths by Jim Barrett
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hooked - so many colours, exquisite patterns and strange little faces. Unlike butterflies these 
creatures were content to keep still, even sitting on the back of my hand; soft and furry with 
gently gripping feet. I vowed to continue to hunt for the moths that inhabited our wood.

Many of the species I have subsequently recorded have been observed just going about their 
normal daily business and it was the identification of one of these that illustrates perfectly some 
of the difficulties I have encountered as a novice.

Late one August afternoon 2010 a dull brown, scruffy-looking moth alighted on the top rail of a 
hazel hurdle, wings held roof-wise over its body and at 10mm long was very tiny. Unlike various 
other natural history subjects, good quality popular reference books are relatively inexpensive 
but those published to date concentrate mainly on macro moths and this was most definitely a 
micro. Had I taken a good enough photograph to enable me to attempt a comparison with the 
limited selection in Chris Manley’s ‘British Moths and Butterflies ’and assign my specimen to a 
family group? Excellent websites are readily accessible. UK Moths is usually my next port of call, 
but what do I do if there are several closely related species in the genus, virtually indistinguish-
able from one another? Consult an expert! Some I have discovered are not really interested in 
assisting unqualified members of the general public, whereas others couldn’t be more helpful like 
Colin Pratt who, if unable to provide an answer himself, will direct you towards someone who 
might.

Even then with identification confirmed, another problem can arise. Humans have been happily 
trampling over and living amongst the flora and fauna of this island for many centuries but we 
remain oblivious to much of the detail. If land is to be managed effectively a rapidly lengthening 
list of scientific names is not in itself helpful 
– it needs to be accompanied by informa-
tion on habitat requirements, life cycles and 
food sources. Everything is interdependent. 

My minute moth was a Monopis 
weaverella, a member of the Tineidae fam-
ily of which there are over fifty British spe-
cies. The larvae of the majority feed on 
fungi, lichens and detritus but the insect I 
had happened upon is described as scav-
enging in fox faeces, fox and rabbit car-
casses or possibly animal matter in birds’ 
nests. Oh Yuk! I can’t imagine it had bothered to carefully wipe its feet before walking from its 
captive pot, across my hand and back onto the wooden rail. The adults fly from dusk May to Sep-
tember and are double-brooded, but otherwise to quote UK Moths, "The life history of this spe-
cies is not well known.” Monopis weaverella obviously occupies an important if not attractive 
slot in the continuous cycle of regeneration, degradation and decomposition but is certainly not 
alone in retaining secrets regarding its habits. Who though would voluntarily spend time delving 
into animal waste to unravel the mystery? I have to accept that some of my questions cannot be 
answered.  

Monopis weaverella
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The 2010 Moth Year as published in the BC Sussex annual report
by Colin R. Pratt F.R.E.S. County Butterfly and Moth Recorder

There has been burgeoning interest in Sussex moths during recent years and the rise of the inter-
net offering free instant access to wide-ranging series of natural images of live moths and the 
advent of relatively cheap and easy-to-use digital cameras has further stimulated the trend. All of 
this has led to great discoveries by members of the Sussex Moth Group. This year alone two new 
county records were made amongst the micro-moths, the lichen-loving Bisigna procerella near 
Rye and the poplar-feeding Gelechia nigra at Plaistow. Even amongst the better-known macro-
moths there was the very first all-Sussex record of a Tamarisk Peacock Chiasmia aestimaria at 
Newhaven, this apparently being the fifth national specimen of this continental immigrant. Two 
Marsh Dagger Acronicta strigosa also came to light traps this year, at Pagham Harbour and 
Woods Mill, these being the third and fourth encounters since its nationwide extinction in 1933. 

Decline and disappearance are often the focus of attention but these moths are typical of con-
stant arrivals from the continent, all trying to colonise our county. The most beautiful of the cur-
rently successful settlers are the huge lilac-banded Clifden Nonpareil Catocala fraxini, now well-
established on poplar trees in the far east, the pretty day-flying Scarlet Tiger Callimorpha 
dominula which is now breeding in Brighton and Eastbourne as well as at Friston Forest, the pre-
viously rare Olive Crescent Trisateles emortualis now spreading across East Sussex, and Blair’s 
Mocha Cyclophora puppillaria and the Tree-lichen Beauty Cryphia algae which are now seen 
annually in the south-west. Other moths that made determined efforts to settle here in 2010 
were the aptly-named Dark Crimson Underwing Catocala sponsa, an oak feeder which turned up 
at Hurst Green and Peacehaven, and the lively Rannoch Looper Itame brunneata whose initial 
appearance in the county only dates to 2009 when just over a dozen were detected, this increas-
ing to almost 40 in 2010, including return visits to light-traps at Walberton, Beckley, Peasmarsh, 
and Bexhill. The Oak Rustic Dryobota labecula too was first seen on the Isle of Wight in 1999 and 
was breeding in Hampshire by 2005, the inaugural Sussex records being made last year and in 
2010, mainly on the Selsey Peninsula and at Walberton when over a dozen were counted each 
season. Similarly, the Splendid Brocade Lacanobia splendens has been identified in half a dozen 
sites situated mainly along our coast since 2006, and now seems to be established near Rye. 
About a dozen of the pretty Orache moth Trachea atriplicis with its glittering metallic green 
overlay have been totalled here, again all since 2003, with three in 2010, although in this case 
there has been no good indication of subsequent breeding - so far.  

Of the more regular and commonplace migrants, the Silver Y Autographa gamma was in much 
lower numbers than usual, a pair of the very beautiful Striped Hawk Hyles livorniva was trapped 
at light at Hurst Green, and a dozen of the huge grey Convolvulus Hawks Agrius convolvuli were 
detected in domestic sites across the county. The result of another early summer crossing - and a 
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It may still be more than a year away, but many of us are already looking forward to the release of 
the Field Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain. It’s ‘bigger brother’ on the macros helped 
open up mothing to a far wider audience, and the Micro guide is eagerly anticipated.

As with the Macro guide, Richard Lewington is painting the illustrations and he has already com-
pleted between 500 and 600 of them, and has nearly finished the Torticidae! The main text is be-
ing written by Phil Sterling and Mark Parsons, who are being assisted by several other leading au-
thorities on micros. 

So, although it is not expected to be released until 2012/13, Richard has been kind enough to allow 
us to show some of his images to whet the appetite. More of Richard’s illustrations can be seen at 
www.richardlewington.co.uk, where you can also purchase some of his prints.

Field Guide to the Micro Moths of Great Britain - a sneak preview
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Currently we try to trap once a week minimum, on a Wednesday night to take part in the Garden 
Moth Scheme (GMS) but it’s also a means to remember to put the trap out as even with Penny, 
Alice and I on the case, there are often times when none of us are around on Wednesday after-
noons or Thursday mornings. The GMS is a great way to maintain the recorder effort in a busy 
working environment. We use an early version of the Robinson MV trap of unknown origin that 
plugs in right next to our office, so it’s easy to pack away and set up. 

So to summarise, despite over forty years of recording and a percentage of records comparable to 
the percentage of Sussex managed by the Trust, we do not have a huge species list. Although we 
have some nice nationally scarce species, they are mostly infrequent visitors. I think the micro 
moth recording effort could clearly be increased and that more trapping away from the offices is in 
order, particularly on the new land by the river restoration where I recorded Dotted Fan-foot in 
2009. Watch this space.

The most regular nationally scarce macro moth at Woods Mill is the Mocha:

Continued...

The Mocha by Bob Foreman
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perennial favourite - two full-grown ex-
amples of the UK’s largest caterpillar, the 
potato-feeding Death’s Head Hawk Ach-
erontia atropos, were photographed at 
Steyning. The first Scarce Chocolate Tip 
Clostera anachoreta to turn up since 
1893 was logged at Icklesham, this being 
only our second feral record. Other chan-
nel-hopping scarcities of 2010 included 
the Pyralid called Antigastra catalau-
nalis at Walberton, the yellowish Angle-
striped Sallow Enargia paleacea at Am-
berley, the extinct Gypsy Moth Lyman-
tria dispar in Friston Forest, and a pair of 
the highly attractive Jersey Tiger Eupla-
gia quadripunctaria at Peacehaven. 

So far as our native moths are concerned, 
the most notable event was the confirma-
tion that the county’s last remaining colony 
of the Common Fan-foot Pechipogo strigi-
lata - a Red Data Book Class A species - is 
still well-established at Plashett Wood. 
There was also the surprise discovery of 
Small Ranunculus Hecatera dysodea cater-
pillars at Horsham, the first in the county 
since 1933, this being the result of a coloni-
sation from Surrey.      

  

The highest number of species caught during one night in two moth traps by members of the 
Sussex Moth Group this year was at Kingstanding on Ashdown Forest, this amounting to 105 
macro-moths alone. A domestic garden at Walberton similarly yielded the highest diversity of all, 
when two domestically-situated traps produced 124 such species. 

Jersey Tiger by Colin Pratt

Angle-striped Sallow by Dave A. Green
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Woods Mill has been the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s HQ since 1966 and as a result has had quite a bit 
of trapping carried out there. I decided to look at this in some more detail, it being perhaps one of 
the most long-term ‘constant’ effort sites in Sussex. Penny Green kindly provided me with records 
from the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC), all 10,979 of them. The first statistic of note 
then is just how large this dataset is. The SxBRC has recently just entered its 3,000,000th record. 
This means that just under 0.4% of all the records of everything on the database are moth records 
from Woods Mill! If you look at what proportion of all the moth records are moth records from 
Woods Mill, it is a surprising 3%!

The first record was made in 1968 by R C Dyson and the moth was a March Moth on 4th April 1968 
(ten years before I was born!). Since this time, recording has been erratic. In figure 1 you can see 
the recorder effort at Woods Mill. The most prolific recording periods were in 1991 and 1995 
where you can see the trap was most likely put out every night. In both of these years, Simon Cur-
son is listed as the recorder. Interestingly I met Simon back in 1997 when I was a student but have 
not met him since.

Figure 1. Recorder effort over the decades at Woods Mill. Simon Curson’s twin peaks put us to 
shame these days.

The moth with the most number of records is none other than Large Yellow Underwing - no sur-
prise there - but some of the other species in the top ten are quite surprising, such as Clouded 
Border and Poplar Hawk-moth. I think this reflects that some of the more charismatic moths have 
been over-represented in the data. I was surprised that the site did not have a better list. With 
only 392 macros and 161 micros, the full site list is 552. Forty six of the 392 macros (12%) have 
only ever been recorded once! 
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Twin Peaks - The moths of Woods Mill by Graeme Lyons
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Table 1. The ten most abundant moths at Woods Mill

So what about the rarer species? Well we all know about last year’s Marsh Dagger so I won’t bore 
you with that. Interesting migrants are few and far between with only single records of Small Mot-
tled Willow, Pearly Underwing, Humming-bird Hawk-moth and Vestal. Two records of the Delicate 
and Four-spotted Footman and five Convolvulus Hawk-moths and that is about it! Silver Y is only 
the 22nd most frequently recorded moth with 94 records. There are seven records for my ‘bogey’ 
moth, the Lappet including five in 1991 but it has not been recorded since. I do not expect an ab-
sence of 20 years bodes well for this moth at Woods Mill.

As for species with a conservation status we have recorded the following Nb species: Mocha 39, 
Webb’s Wainscot 14, Kent Black Arches 12, Great Oak Beauty 7, Waved Black 4, Light-feathered 
Rustic 2, Large Thorn 2, Festoon 1, Cream-bordered Green-pea 1, White Satin 1, Dotted Fan-foot 1, 
Rosy Wave 1, Reed Dagger 1 and Water Ermine 1.

As the micro moth statuses are not so up to date, 
the only micro moths that I am aware of with con-
servation statuses that we have recorded are the 
Na pyralid Nascia cilialis which has been recorded 
four times. This moth is said to feed on Greater 
Pond Sedge of which there is a lot of at Woods Mill. 
We also have recorded Calamotropha paludella Nb 
on six occasions but this seems to be everywhere 
nowadays. So perhaps Nascia cilialis is the rarest 
moth at Woods Mill and I still have not seen one.

Rank Species Records

1 Large Yellow Underwing 217
2 Flame Shoulder 176
3 Clouded Border 165
4 Setaceous Hebrew Character 163
5 Hebrew Character 158
6 Heart and Dart 152
7 Polar Hawk-moth 145
8 Brimstone 142
9 Common Wainscot 139
10 Dark Arches 133

Nascia cilialis by Dave Green          continued 


